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Six candidates running for three open positions on NMTA Board of  Trustees

first job in Seattle was scrubbing boats at Seattle 
Sailing Club, a business I would eventually 
manage for five years. Since 2014, I’ve had the 

privilege of  steering the good ship 
48° North. 

At 48° North, I get to spend 
my days in contact with a wide 
variety of  boaters, marine 
businesses, events, and initiatives. 
I stay well informed about what’s 
going on and what matters to 
boaters and businesses. I am 
acutely aware of  the mutual 
benefit we all feel when a marine 
business does well, so I share the 
NMTA’s rising-tide spirit and 
am invested in the success of  all 
industry businesses.

I believe we are entering a crucial transition 

My name is Joe Cline. I’m the Managing 
Editor of  48° North Magazine, I’m an 

avid sailor, and I’ve spent the past two years 
serving on the NMTA Board 
of  Trustees. I’m also the Chair 
of  the NMTA Grow Boating 
Committee. I wish to continue 
serving the NMTA members 
and the boating community 
as a member of  the NMTA 
Board. 

I’ve been on the water since 
I was a kid, but growing up 
around Minnesota lakes, the 
first boat I fell in love with 
was a canoe. It wasn’t until I 
moved to Seattle ten years ago 
that my passion for boating 
took its current form, and it was born of  my 
opportunity to work in the maritime world. My 

period – one in which the marine industry 
has some big questions to ask, and hopefully 
answer, about boating participation, access, and 
demographics. I bring a unique perspective to 
the Board on this topic, with my background 
in a membership operation that had success 
bringing a younger and more diverse crowd 
into the sport. Whether teaching sailing, 
running a club, or putting out a magazine, 
I’ve always been enthusiastic about growing 
boating. It’s important to me both personally 
and professionally. 

I want to continue to serve on the NMTA 
Board to act strategically 
to embrace change, 
and to help ensure 
the growth of  marine 
businesses and boating 
participation. 

Dear NMTA Members,

I’m honored to be on the ballot for the 
Board of  Directors of  the Northwest Marine 
Trade Association. Why? It’s simple; the 
NMTA’s mission statement is my life’s passion, 
“to promote the growth of  recreational boating 
and the businesses of  our 
members.”

I’ve been doing this over the 
last year on the NMTA’s Grow 
Boating Committee, the last 
few months with the NMTA’s 
Political Action Committee, 
and over the last two years 
as the managing editor of  
Northwest Yachting magazine. 

Before that, my life aquatic includes stints as a 
boat owner, commercial fisherman, sailboat 
liveaboard, oceanographer, paddling guide, 
sailboat racer, scuba diver, and more.

Northwest Yachting has been an indispensable 
local resource for businesses large and small 

wishing to grow for 31 years. 
I’ve continued this proud 
heritage during my tenure. 
Through the magazine, we’ve 
published countless pro-
industry developments from 
the outstanding Core Plus 
initiative putting shop back 
into Washington high schools 
to just about every marine 
business expansion in Puget 
Sound and beyond. 

We need leadership from the front, and 
whether I’m interviewing a marine technician 
about the merits of  different marine toilets or 
hopping on a new motoryacht for a review, 
I’m ready to champion the hard work of  the 
professionals that make it happen. I write this 
from a coffee shop after a NMTA event in 
Spokane and am about to spend the day poking 
around for boat friendly towns to expose to the 
larger community. To me, this is shaping up to 
be a perfect day on the job!

We’ve hit the jackpot in life to be a part of  
boating in this paradise called the Pacific 
Northwest. Let’s seize the day and grow 
together! 

My name is Tony Bulpin and I am 
seeking re-election for a position on 

the Northwest Marine Trade 
Association Board. I have 
served on the board for 
almost six years and have 
been serving on the Boatyard 
and Auction committees 
benefiting the repair and refit 
segment of  our industry.  
These committees are critical 
to the survival of  the marine 
industry in the Northwest. 

Over the past three years, I 
have been involved in issues 
that are facing us including 
the Washington State copper 
ban that has been revisited to make sure we 

get it right.  If  I am elected to the board, I will 
work with the Department of  Ecology and 

State Legislators to better serve 
the wellbeing of  our members 
interest including a strong focus 
on government affairs.  I will 
continue to serve and actively 
be involved on committees 
where I can contribute in 
growing recreational boating.  
With my extensive tenure in 
the boating community, I can 
continue to play a critical role 
in preserving marine industry 
interests in the Northwest. The 
last several years have made 
me reflect on how certain 
regulations are necessary in our 

industry, however we need to have a strong 
voice in shaping the conversations to ensure 

state regulations do not put us at a competitive 
disadvantage in this global marketplace. 

I have 28 years of  experience working in the 
Northwest marine industry. I was fortunate 
enough to be introduced to this industry in 
1989 as a ten-year employee of  Fisheries 
Supply.  Later, I took a position as the 
Northwest Sales Manager for Detco Marine 
selling marine coatings until 2007. Currently, 
I am the West Coast Sales Manager for Sea 
Hawk Paints supporting this community. I 
have been an active member of  the boating 
community in the Northwest most of  my life. 
As a Northwest native, I have always enjoyed 
recreational boating and take every opportunity 
to be on the water.  As a father of  two young 
children, I want to be a part of  making the next 
generations boating experience positive and 
rewarding as it has done for me and generations 

Tony Bulpin



As Executive Director of  the Beach Camp
youth boating and outdoor 

education program in Edmonds 
(www.sunsetbaywharf.com) 
I am laser focused on the 
pressing need to bring the next 
generation back to boating. 
I grew up in the 1970s in 
the golden age of  boating in 
the Pacific Northwest, with 
a ski boat in every garage, 
and young families on every 
Tollycraft in the harbor. And 
like all of  us, I’ve watched it 
slipping away, with fewer and 
fewer children in the marinas 
and on lakes. People with 
discretionary income for leisure 
and recreation typically pursue 
a homage to their youth, so the drift away from 
youth interest in boating presents a existential 

challenge for the boating industry. To grow the 
next generation of  boaters and 
leaders in the boating industry, 
the seed for boating needs 
to be firmly planted in their 
youth. I believe the NMTA 
Board needs at least one single 
issue candidate concerned
with one thing and one thing 
only, which is assuring the 
existence of  the NMTA into 
the future by bringing the next 
generation back to boating in 
general, and back to power 
boating in particular. I grew up 
waterskiing behind our SeaRay 
on Lake Cavanaugh, and all 
over the place on the family 
30’ Tollycraft from K dock 

in Edmonds. I attribute the wherewithal that 
comes from growing up in boating with my 

Jim Engen

As a ten-year leader at the Pacific
Northwest’s #1 manufacturer of  

aluminum boats (based on annual new-
unit boat sales in Alaska, Idaho, Montana, 
Oregon, and Washington), I have immersed 
myself  in the region’s boating 
industry and hope to bring 
that experience to the NMTA 
Board.

After 12+ years spent in 
marketing management 
positions in Las Vegas, 
Seattle, and Salt Lake City, 
my wife and I decided to 
relocate, with our four 
children, back to the Pacific 
Northwest.  Our family roots 
are in both Western (Seattle, 
Port Ludlow) and Eastern 

(Ritzville, Moses Lake) Washington, and we 
found our perfect match in the forests and 
lakes surrounding Colville, WA.  In 2008, 
I was hired by the Hewes family; first as 
Hewes Marine Company’s Marketing/Sales 

Director, and then recently as 
Vice President – overseeing 
the company’s Supply Chain, 
Marketing/Sales, Customer 
Service, and Shipping teams

Although I once saw fishing 
and boating solely through 
the lens of  my experience as 
a youngster fishing near Neah 
Bay, Ilwaco, and Port Angeles, 
I now view it through the 
lens of  thousands of  hours 
spent learning from boaters, 
anglers, and boat dealers.  

This education has led me to believe that 
the most important issue facing marine 
businesses in the Pacific Northwest is the 
need to safeguard the health and permanence 
of  fish stocks and marine ecologies while 
simultaneously allowing fishing and boating 
industries to thrive.  This is no easy thing.  I 
will bring an Eastern Washington employer 
and boat manufacturer’s voice to the board 
as I help the NMTA accomplish this difficult 
goal.  I will focus on common-sense fishing 
policies, and waterway management.  I will 
also focus on promoting fishing among 
young anglers – especially as large numbers 
of  current anglers and boaters continue to 
age out of  these activities.  I will lend my 
efforts to influencing government policy for 
fishing and boating as well as grow boating 
initiatives.Clint Kirry

Jeff  Thomas

Six candidates running for three open positions on NMTA’s Board of  Trustees

Jim Engen has over 25 years’ experience
in the marine industry. He 

joined Bellingham Marine in 
1994 as a general laborer and 
worked his way up through 
the company. In 2007, Jim 
was appointed to the position 
of  operations manager. His 
general responsibilities included 
management of  Bellingham 
Marine’s two production plants 
in Washington State, purchasing 
and receiving, quality control 
and safety. In addition to his role 
as operations manager, Jim has 
worked as a senior estimator as 
well as a project manager for the 
company.

In 2015, Jim was promoted to the position of  
Manager of  Project Development 

for the Northwest Division. 
Jim’s vast experience and hands 
on management approach 
uniquely position Bellingham 
Marine’s Northwest Division 
to meet the needs of  a wide 
variety of  clients and to excel at 
a myriad of  projects including 
those that are especially 
complex and unique.

Why I want to serve

I have loved the marine 
industry all my life. Growing up 

in the Seattle area and fishing with my family 
on the Puget Sound. I have dedicated my 

career to the industry I love and am ready to 
take the next challenge and give back. 

By serving on the Board I not only bring my 
personal expertise and experience I also bring 
a worldwide network. Bellingham Marine has 
a global footprint serving on boards from 
California to Florida in many marine categories 
including marine electrical and other marine 
associations such as MRA.

I am excited about the opportunity to bring my 
knowledge and experience to the NMTA.

successful career as an attorney and business 
person, and for an early 
semiretirement allowing me to pursue my 
passion for passing on a love for boating and 
our marine heritage to the next generation. I 
believe every NMTA member has 
something to contribute on bringing the 
next generation back to boating,  and I 
very much look forward to energizing and 
engaging the NMTA membership on this 
important mission.    

Voting ends June 1 at 5pm.




