
As the calendar rolled over into July, so did the big parade of salmon 
derbies throughout Puget Sound for the next three months as the North-
west Salmon Derby Series moves into high gear.

I recall a story in the Seattle Times regarding salmon derbies, written by Mark Yuasa 
back in 2007, capturing the history of these kind of fishing tournaments. According to his 
writing, the first big salmon derby, started with the Ben Paris Salmon Derby held down on 
the Seattle waterfront, beginning in the early 1930’s. Thousands of dollars in cash, new cars, 
and the salmon derby game was on.

Overwhelmingly, anglers like salmon derbies, just ask the nearly 7,000 anglers who 
participated in the 2014 Northwest Salmon Derby Series tournaments. It’s a fishing game of 
chance, similar to making a trip to Vegas. Here is how it works: anglers have the opportunity 
to purchase a salmon derby ticket from one of the 10 remaining tournaments in the Series 
over the next three months (NorthwestSalmonDerbySeries.com) for a chance to win the event 
by catching the largest chinook or coho salmon. Fishermen, women and their kids come to 
these events, entering the game for the potential of pocketing thousands of dollars, along with 
hooking up with fishing friends, and possibly winning tons of prizes, provided by each derby. 

The 
Nor t hwes t  Sa l mon D e r b y 
Series was conceived by the Northwest Marine Trade Association (NMTA) 
late in 2003 as a promotion to encourage boating and fishing in the northwest. 
The Series kicked off in 2004, partnering with six existing salmon d e r b i e s . 
Stabi-Craft boat company, Suzuki Marine and EZ Loader trailers p a r t n e r e d 
with the Series by donating a boat package, which included Lowrance electronics and Scotty 
Downriggers. Three anglers fishing together, won the first grand prize boat by participating 
in the Gig Harbor Salmon Derby in the inaugural year of the Series. The Derby Series is all 
about angler participation, and not about catching fish. In fact, it does not make any difference 
if the winner of the grand prize boat catches any salmon during the tournament they entered.
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SERIOUS DERBY SERIES continued on page 13

DERBY
Serious

SERIES

PHOTOS ABOVE - (LEFT TO RIGHT): This year’s Columbia River chinook 
salmon forecast are chrome bright upriver stocks. Gretchen Gacetta, Olympia, 
caught this 20-pound upriver bright chinook  near Buoy 14 last summer.
Fishing for king salmon in the shallow waters off the Long Beach peninsula 
has become very popular in mid-August. Doug Campbell, Snohomish, 

intercepted this 18-pounder on its way to the mouth of the Columbia River.
Jackie Humphrey, Snohomish, landed this 16-pound hatchery coho salmon 
at the mouth of the Columbia River last August. This year’s coho forecast 
should produce a lot of photos like this one as the run timing of these fish 
peaks around Labor Day back to the river.
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Shellfish growers in Willapa Bay pride 
themselves in the fact that the Bay is 
considered the most pristine estuary 

on the West Coast. The growers have worked 
hard to ensure the continued health of the 
Bay as their livelihoods depend on it. Recent 
media dealing with the growers’ request for a 
permit to apply the pesticide, imidacloprid to 
control native burrowing shrimp in the Bay 
(and Grays Harbor) has been based more on 
emotion than on scientific data. As someone 
who has worked with the growers and the 
State on the use of pesticides in the Bay for 
more than 20 years, I offer the following 
context and perspectives for TRN readers. 

The use of pesticides to control two 
species of burrowing shrimp that destabilize 
sediments onto which young oysters are 
seeded in Willapa Bay is unique, but not new. 
Carbaryl, a neurotoxin, has been applied onto 
beds before seeding since the 1960’s and has 
been effective in controlling the shrimp and 
safe for consumers. Concerns over effects to 
non-target aquatic organisms, particularly 
Dungeness crab and sea-run cutthroat trout, at 
the end of the 20th century resulted in a legal 
agreement between the Washington Toxics 
Coalition and the Willapa Grays Harbor 
Oyster Growers Association (WGHOGA) 
in which the growers agreed to reduce the 
amount of carbaryl used, and identify an 
alternative, more-environmentally friendly, 
control method with the goal of ending the 
use of carbaryl by 2012.

For more than a decade, the growers have 
been investigating alternatives to carbaryl, even-
tually deciding that the pesticide, imidacloprid, 
also a neurotoxin but emulating nicotine, was 
the best choice. Imadacloprid under a new EPA 
label (Protector®) specifically for the control of 
burrowing shrimp in the Bay and Grays Har-
bor, offered several advantages to carbaryl. It 
was significantly less toxic to vertebrates (e.g., 
fish, birds, mammals, including humans) and 
much more toxic to invertebrates (e.g., insects), 
and therefore, the amount applied could be 
significantly reduced (1/16th that of carbaryl). 
For these and other reasons, imidacloprid is 
currently the most widely used insecticide and 
fastest growing insecticide in market share. Fol-
lowing a series of field trials and environmental 
monitoring in Willapa Bay under experimental 
use permits from the State (Washington Depart-
ment of Ecology, WDOE), and careful review of 
the monitoring data by the WDOE, the growers 
requested a State (NPDES) permit, which was 
granted in April.

Unfortunately, what the growers did not 
expect, or plan for, was the media attention 
received and the negative response of the 
general public and consumers fueled by a 
lack of factual information presented by the 
media. Nor did the growers anticipate a lack 
of unity within the WGHOGA in response to 
consumer concerns ultimately leading to the 
withdrawal of the State permit. Now without 
an EPA label or State permit for carbaryl and 
the withdrawal of the State permit for imida-
cloprid, the growers are without the ability to 
control the shrimp.

What went wrong? How did the growers 
end up in this position? The most obvious is 
a failure by the growers to recognize that the 
general public’s feelings toward pesticides is 
very different today than it was in the 1960’s 
when carbaryl was selected as the tool for 
controlling the shrimp. The lack of public 
relations in terms of media outlining the deci-
sion to switch to imidacloprid and the benefits 
to the growers and the environment and its 
safety to consumers before the release of the 
State permit was a terrible oversight. Part of 
the problem also stems from the legal process 
as a result of the lawsuit by the Washington 

COmmENTARY

PESTICIDE USE AND SHELLFISH IN WILLAPA BAY
Toxics Coalition in which legal constraints 
and concerns can frequently outweigh objec-
tivity and the application of sound science. 

Imidacloprid may or may not end up be-
ing the solution for the control of burrowing 
shrimp in the Bay and Grays Harbor. Ques-
tions related to less than desired efficacy in 
killing the shrimp and concerns associated 
with direct and indirect effects on ESA-
listed green sturgeon that occupy the Bay 
when shrimp control occurs still need to be 
addressed. Recent studies have shown that 
mortality of shrimp exposed to imidacloprid 
in the field likely results from the inability of 
impaired shrimp to maintain their burrows, 
leading to burrow collapse and suffocation; 
and not outright death. As a result, factors 
such as position of the shrimp in their bur-

rows at the time of exposure (shrimp closest 
to the surface are more likely to survive) and 
factors that may reduce or limit exposure to 
the pesticide such as cover of the substrate by 
eelgrasses, likely govern efficacy. In the haste 
to meet the legal deadline, these concerns 
have not been adequately addressed.

What is needed is an objective assess-
ment of the shrimp control program given 
the uncertainties and current environmental 
and political realities. All of the stakeholders 
(growers, State and Federal regulators, envi-
ronmental community, and academia) need 
to work together to develop a shrimp control 
program that is much more consistent with 
Integrated Pest Management. History indicates 
these stakeholders can work together as they 
successfully managed (eliminated) introduced 

and invasive smooth cordgrass (Spartina) in 
the Bay using herbicides designed for aquatic 
use in what has been viewed as one of the most 
extensive and effective aquatic weed control 
programs in the world. Granted, in the case of 
burrowing shrimp, the growers are controlling 
native species, for the most part to advance 
commercial enterprise. However, if they are 
to continue to be successful, they must be 
good stewards of the Bay. It is time to learn 
from recent events and develop a strategy for 
protecting the local shellfish industry and the 
Bay’s environment that is adaptive in nature 
and addresses the concerns of all stakeholders.

Christian Grue
School of Aquatic & Fishery Sciences
University of Washington 
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Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) will release “early 
winter” hatchery steelhead into inland lakes only again this year, now that 
NMFS/NOAA has decided to conduct an environmental impact analysis 
of all Puget Sound hatchery steelhead programs after being scarred off 
by threats of renegade activists trying to “save” wild fish and destroy 
recreational and tribal fishing on hatchery fish. 

The decision was partially based, on about 2,000 public comments to 
NMFS that expressed a wide range of questions and concerns about 
the environmental impact of hatchery steelhead programs. We have no 
reason not to assume those comments were planted by the Wild Fish 
Conservancy (WFC), following up on last years successful threats and suit 
to stop hatchery steelhead plantings when WDFW caved in.

WDFW had hoped NMFS assessment would lead to approval and clear 
the way for the release of steelhead into several Puget Sound rivers. 
However, the additional time needed to complete a more detailed EIS 
will come after the release window for 2015.

“We support the conservation and recovery of wild salmon and steelhead, 
but we are disappointed that NMFS has been unable to complete the 
review of these programs,” said WDFW Director Jim Unsworth. “The 
decision by NMFS to conduct a full and potentially lengthy EIS process will 
delay approval of these hatchery programs and have serious impacts on 
recreational fishing on several Puget Sound rivers (systems).”

Last year WFC sued WDFW, alleging that the department’s Puget Sound 
hatchery steelhead programs violated the Endangered Species Act. The 
department agreed to refrain from planting early winter steelhead into 
most rivers in the Puget Sound region until NMFS completed its envi-
ronmental review.

WDFW believed the federal agency’s timetable would allow the release 
of juvenile steelhead into several rivers this spring, but those plans have 
now been canceled. River systems that will not receive steelhead in 2015 
include the Nooksack, Stillaguamish and Dungeness. Earlier this year, 
NMFS announced it would conduct a full EIS for hatcheries that release 
steelhead into the Snoqualmie and Green rivers.

Instead of releasing juvenile steelhead into those five rivers, WDFW 
will plant them into inland waters that have no connection with Puget 
Sound which in reality, eliminates a steelhead fishery and becomes an 
inland trout fishery.

Up next? We have expectations that WFC will attack the state’s salmon 
hatcheries unless someone sues them first. 

Senator Pearson Calls for Action
Senator Kirk Pearson, 39th Legislative District, accused the federal 
government of stalling recreational fishing. His comments:  “After over 
a decade of stalled progress, the state Department of Fish and Wildlife 
announced that recreational fishing will once again take a hit as “early 

winter” steelhead salmon will be released in inland lakes rather than 
state rivers due to continued delays by the federal National Marine Fish-
ing Service. Nooksack, Stillaguamish, Snoqualmie, Green and Dungeness 
rivers will not receive steelhead after the federal government announced 
a full environmental impact statement (EIS) instead of approval for the 
release of the fish.

“This is devastating for our recreational fishing industry,” said Sen. Kirk 
Pearson, chair of Senate Natural Resources and Parks Committee. “The 
federal government’s refusal to take action is a failure to take responsibil-
ity. We’ve been urging action for years and they chose to let recreational 
fishing pay the price rather than do their job.”

Earlier this year, the Senate unanimously passed a resolution sponsored 
by Pearson calling on the federal government to complete its work re-
viewing and approving state hatchery genetic management plans. State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife officials and stakeholders hoped an 
environmental assessment of early winter steelhead programs completed 
this spring would lead to approval of the release of steelhead this year. 
The time required to complete an EIS will prohibit the state from releasing 
about 434,000 fish into state rivers.

“Recreational fishing is one of the defining features of both our economy 
and way of life,” said Pearson. “This puts both our fisheries and fishermen 
on hold. It’s a huge loss for the state’s rivers and sportsmen.”

Industry estimates state that recreational fishing accounts for $1.2 billion 
in retail sales and 16,211 jobs in Washington resulting in $119 million of 
state and local taxes and $150 million of federal taxes. 

Expediting the review and approval of fisheries plan this year would require 
congressional or presidential intervention.”

NOAA Reacts
And here is what Will Steele, NOAA’s regional administrator for 
west coast fisheries has to say: “We at NMFS and within the com-
manager community acknowledge and share the great frustrations that 
all share in this turn of developments. Our folks have worked very hard to 
make a plan “A” work. We had committed to getting the EA out early this 
spring, and we made good on it, publishing the draft in early March. That 
said, we must face the fact that we’ve received meaningful comments on 
the EA that in our judgment warrant a more complete analysis to yield 
credible and defensible decisions, and at the end of the day, we need to 
address them directly and credibly. 

(We have) shared frustrations, good folks who work so hard to solve real 
problems... pulling together. That is our trajectory.”

NO HATCHERY STEELHEAD PLANTS 
IN RIVERS...AGAIN!
Are Salmon Hatcheries Next?

JIM GOERG, Publishing Editor

Editor’s Creel

1-08

Mail With Check or Money Order To:

THE REEL NEWS •  621 SR 9 N.E., #A-16 • Lake Stevens, WA 98258-9400 • (425) 334-8966

Subscribe today to the fastest growing and most informative sport fishing publication in the Northwest!

ONE YEAR ONLY $25 (Form must be completed in full.)

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________State ____________ Zip _____________

 Phone (   )  _____________________Mail With Check or Money Order To:

THE REEL NEWS •  621 SR 9 N.E., #A-16 • Lake Stevens, WA 98258-9400 • (425) 334-8966

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Subscribe today to the fastest growing and most informative sport fishing publication in the Northwest!

ONE YEAR ONLY $25 (Form must be completed in full.)

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________State ____________ Zip _____________

 Phone (   )  _____________________

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

1-08

JOIN OVER 33,000 MONTHLY READERS IN THE NORTHWEST

SUBSCRIBE HERE!  SUBSCRIBE NOW!

 FOR YOU FOR YOUR FISHING PARTNER

JULY 2015JULY 2015



 
The ultimate crab and prawn trap 
pulling machine, backed by a 2 
Year Warranty! 

High torque 12v motor pulls 1 crab 
trap, and up to 4 prawn traps with 
ease!        *For recreational use only

Discover a range of fi shing 
possibilities at www.scotty.com

#TheWayToFish

No. 433
Coaming / Gunnel Clamp Mount
w/ Gear-Head
Position your rod holder or Scotty 
accessory virtually anywhere on the lip 
of your kayak’s coaming or boat gunnel.

No. 433
Locking plate set
Works in conjuction with your existing 
mounting knobs and padlocks of your 
choice.

No. 423 Downrigger Rod 
Holder Mount Adapter
Turn your downrigger mount into a 
rod holder mount 

LINE PULLER

NEW PRODUCTS 

No. 2500

Turn your downrigger mount into a 

4 JULY 2015

TONY'S TACKLE BOXTony Floor

Time for Mr. King Salmon

I call it prime time and I’ve been waiting 
for the next three months most of the year. 
The weather is good, the days are long and 

the king salmon stampede is underway. Put 
me in, coach.

My addiction to summer king salmon 
fishing goes back, back, back, way back to 
working in Southeast Alaska, near Glacier 
Bay in Icy Straits during the summers while 
attending college. I was bullet proof back 
in those days, fishing until midnight and 
back on it at early light, around 4:00 in the 
morning. Every king salmon I hooked, motor 
mooching along the edge of kelp beds was 
my first ever. The thrill of the hook-up, the 
king coming to the surface, tearing around 
attempting to get me off his or her choo-choo 
was the name of the game. At the end of the 
battle, it was exhilarating and stunning to 
see a big chrome king salmon, lying on the 
deck as beautiful as gazing across the land 
of Washington from the top of Mt. Rainier.

Today, some 40 years later, I confess 
to the same kind of rush when Mr. King 
Salmon hits my deck. “Oh Tony! Look what 
you’ve done!”

Living in the Pacific northwest all my 
life, we have what seems like an endless list 
of activities that call us to the outdoors. I’m 
sorry for missing so many of those activities 
as I’ve invested significant time in my life, 

in pursuit of my favorite fish, summer kings. 
I do my best, living on the waters of Puget 
Sound, to harvest a crab or two, along with 
shrimp, lingcod or a big flattie. But at the end 
of the day, it’s all about king salmon that turn 
my wheel. 

Before diving into the where’s and 
when’s of places to be this summer, I think 
it’s important to raise one flag of concern 
regarding the warm water “Blob” off our 
coast. Scientists have been following this 
large warm water mass for months as it ap-
proached the Washington coast last April. 
What I have learned about the Blob, is that 
it carries water temperatures five degrees 
above normal. If you take the time to inves-
tigate causes and effects of El Nino condi-
tions during the last 35 years, which also 
is a bigger warm water phenomenon, the 
food chain from zooplankton up through 
the impacts to bait fish is affected, in a 
negative way. Mature chinook salmon dur-
ing El Nino conditions tend to stay deep, 
in colder water conditions which create 
greater challenges to access them. Their 
actual survival rates in the marine envi-
ronment seem to be a minor concern while 
outbound chinook and coho juveniles get 
hammered due to lack of food and warm 
water predators such as Pacific Mackerel. 
My message here is pay attention to the 

ongoing ocean environmental conditions 
as we play through our summer fishery 
and I’m hopeful that I’m not crying wolf!

When I consider my summer fishing 
calendar, I focus sharply on Westport as it’s 
been extremely productive in early July and 
frankly, throughout the summer as waves of 
king salmon stampede down the coast bound 
for the Columbia. The fishing strategy is 
elementary. If the king salmon are along the 
beach, in 30-60 feet of water, it’s like shoot-
ing ducks in a 55 gallon drum. I like 13 pulls 
with a diver, trailed by a whole or plug cut 
herring, put it in gear and find the bait. The 
rods bury like a semi load of popcorn struck 
by a lightning bolt. Bada bing!

However, if the kings are not on the 
beach, be prepared to go offshore into 270-
350 feet of water, turn your depth sounder 
onto high gain and fish the bait. Sometimes, 
that means dropping downrigger gear into the 
300 foot region. Tweak your Westport intel 
trap line and you’ll be into the fish.

I’ll spend the second half of my July 
up at Neah Bay, searching for king salmon 
along the beach on the north Washington 
coast from Skagway south to Umatilla 
Rock. This area has been incredibly good 
to me during recent years and I consider it 
my annual pilgrimage to one of the most 
beautiful places in our state. I like trolling 

a plug cut herring, a Cop Car or Coho Killer 
along the inshore area adjacent to kelp beds 
attempting to find schools of kings feeding 
on sandlance, herring or squid. Last summer, 
5-6 inch squid was the prime feed for the 
king salmon smorgasbord. Depth of fishing, 
working in 30-60 feet of water was not as 
critical as finding the squid. Do you know 
the sound of a knock on the door? Forget 
about it. Try the D-5 Cat through the front 
side of the house! Ka-boom and down goes 
Frazier!!!

I believe the biggest challenge for July 
is investing in one spot. Sekiu, Port An-
geles, Freshwater Bay, the San Juans, Port 
Townsend, Possession, come on! Every day 
and every week is important during July as 
this ongoing parade is short lived. For golfers, 
this is Augusta or Pebble Beach. It’s prime 
time, baby!

A long time fishing buddy who guides 
out of Seattle, Keith Robbins, a great Puget 
Sound moocher who offers trips through Spot 
Tail Guide Service, shared a quote with me 
recently from Henry David Thoreau. As you 
might agree, Thoreau knew a thing or two 
about writing. His quote from nearly 200 
years ago goes like this: “Everyone should 
believe in something. I believe I’ll go fish-
ing!” Yeah man! Color me gone. See you on 
the water! 
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Summer crab-fishing seasons for Puget 
Sound started June 1st with an early 
opening in Marine Area 13 south of 

the Tacoma Narrows Bridge.
Most other areas of the Sound will 

opened for recreational crab fishing July 2, al-
though two areas around the San Juan Islands 
open later in summer to protect molting crab.

Seasons for this summer’s crabbing are 
posted on WDFW’s crab fishing website at 
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/crab/. 
The website includes details on fishing 
regulations, as well as an educational video 
on crabbing.

Recent test fisheries indicate that crab in 
southern Puget Sound’s Area 13 were in hard-
shell condition, allowing for an early start to 
the fishing season in that area. Sport crabbers 
had fallen short of reaching their catch quota 
in recent years, often due to extreme early 
tribal crabbing, so WDFW could afford to 
give them more time to fish during the season.

Crabbers should check the department’s 
website for any announcements or possible 
changes.

The daily limit for crab fishers through-
out Puget Sound is five Dungeness crab, 
males only, in hard-shell condition with a 
minimum carapace width of 6¼ inches. Fish-
ers may catch six red rock crab of either sex 
per day, provided those crab measure at least 
5 inches across.

Below is the current Puget Sound sum-
mer crab fishing schedule:

   Marine areas 4 (Neah Bay east of the 
Bonilla-Tatoosh line), 5 (Sekiu), 6 (eastern 
Strait of Juan de Fuca), 8-1 (Deception 
Pass to East Point), 8-2 (East Point to 
Possession Point), 9 (Admiralty Inlet), 
10 (Seattle/Bremerton), 11 (Tacoma/
Vashon) and 12 (Hood Canal) – Open 
July 2 through Sept. 7. Crabbing is al-
lowed Thursdays through Mondays each 
week; closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

   Marine Area 7 South (San Juan Islands/
Bellingham) – Open July 16 through 
Sept. 28. Crabbing is allowed Thursdays 
through Mondays each week; closed 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

   Marine Area 7 North (Gulf of Geor-
gia) – Open Aug. 13 through Sept. 28. 
Crabbing is allowed Thursdays through 
Mondays each week; closed Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.

   Marine Area 13 (south Puget Sound) – 
Open June 1 through Sept. 7. Crabbing 
is allowed seven days per week. 
Crab fishers may not set or pull shellfish 

gear from a vessel from one hour after official 
sunset to one hour before official sunrise. All 

shellfish gear must be removed from the water 
on closed days. 

WDFW reminds Puget Sound crabbers 
that they are required to record their harvest 
of Dungeness crab on their catch record cards 
immediately after retaining crab. Separate 
catch record cards are issued for the summer 
and winter seasons.

Catch record cards are not required to 
fish for Dungeness crab in the Columbia River 
or on the Washington coast, but...

SOUTH COAST OF WASHINGTON 
CLOSED TO CRAB FISHING 

The recreational and commercial Dunge-
ness crab fisheries on the southern coast of 
Washington recently closed until further no-
tice because of elevated marine toxin levels.

WDFW closed crab fishing  in June in 
coastal waters stretching from the Washing-
ton/Oregon border north to Point Chehalis. 
This area includes Marine Area 1 (Columbia 
River) and the portion of Marine Area 2 
(Westport) south of Point Chehalis, as well as 
the crabbing area inside the Columbia River 
and inside Willapa Bay. 

The area north of Point Chehalis, includ-
ing Grays Harbor, remained open to com-
mercial and recreational crab fishing. 

The area closed after a routine testing 
showed domoic acid levels in crab exceeded 

standards established by the Washington 
State Department of Health (DOH). Domoic 
acid, a natural toxin produced by certain 
types of marine algae, can be harmful or 
even fatal if consumed in sufficient quantities. 
Cooking or freezing does not destroy domoic 
acid in shellfish. 

Levels of domoic acid had been increas-
ing in coastal waters for several weeks. In 
May, the department closed all Washington 
coastal beaches to razor clam digging due to 
high levels of the toxin.

This is the first time since 2003 that a 
crab fishery has been closed in Washington 
due to domoic acid. The toxin was first de-
tected on the Washington coast in 1991. 

Regular testing of shellfish species found 
in Willapa Bay – including oysters, hard-shell 
clams and mussels – shows those shellfish 
remain safe to eat. The exceptions are razor 
clams and Dungeness crabs. The harvest of 
mussels elsewhere on the coast is closed an-
nually from April 1 to Oct. 31. 

DOH will continue to test shellfish in 
all coastal marine waters. Harvesters should 
check for closures on DOH’s shellfish safety 
website at https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/eh/
maps/biotoxin/biotoxin.html.

More information about domoic acid 
can be found on WDFW's website at http://
wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish/razorclams/
domoic_acid.html.  

TIME!
CRABKevin

Klein
Photo
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I have been running the new Evinrude G-2 
engines for several months now on Salt 
Patrol and have been extremely pleased 

with the performance. 
When Evinrude set out to build its 

latest second generation E-TEC outboards 
to not only surpass current engine tech-
nology but to build an off-shore capable 
engine that is easy to use and even easier to 
maintain. They are the only one of the “Big 
5” outboard builders to pursue advanced 
2-stroke engine technology rather than the 
less costly development of 4-stroke power.

Evinrude's all-new E-TEC G2 250 
HP includes integrated hydraulic steering 
hoses coming from the steering assembly, 
going directly to a casing integral to the 
outboard body itself. There's no external 
rod and cylinder exposed to corrosion, no 
third-party steering parts to complicate 
installation and adjustment. And these 
engines are the first 2-stroke outboards 
completely designed from scratch for direct 
fuel injection, according to Evinrude. The 
combustion chambers are optimized for 
complete combustion and a clean burn. 

The big lesson here is that 2-stroke 
engines produce twice as many power 

strokes as a 4-stroke engine does, thereby 
increasing power output per revolution. 
This means that the Evinrude E-TEC G2 
250 is able to accelerate faster and give 
quick, low-end torque in a much lighter 
overall package. Plus, there are no valves, 
cams, or timing chains, so there is less 
reciprocating weight. Consequently, there 
are fewer parts to maintain and a greater 
power to weight ratio than a 4-stroke.

Many now refer to the G-2 engines as 
the Star Wars motors. The striking looks 
of the Evinrude E-TEC G2 250 cowling is 
made up of a multi-piece configuration with 
a main center section, side, and top panels. 
Engineers dumped the old-fashioned heavy 
fiberglass hood design in favor of this high-
tech solution. The cowling panels, along with 
accent pieces, can be custom ordered in a 
range of colors, giving the owner just the 
right look. The insulated side panels are eas-
ily removed to perform basic engine service 
by simply rotating six captive screws. The 
top panel removes to gain access to starter 
jumper points, as well as the flywheel and 
charging system.

The clean sheet design of the new 
engine starts with a block and heads that 

have been totally reconfigured to maximize 
combustion and reduce fuel consump-
tion, while at the same time minimizing 
its carbon footprint. All cylinders are fed 
by direct, in-cylinder fuel injection. Fuel is 
delivered inside the combustion chamber, 
rather than in the intake manifold, resulting 
in more accurate fuel delivery, fewer emis-
sions and increased power output. The 
resulting combustion is fired by BRP’s Fast 
Rise Inducted Ignition system that produces 
a higher energy, longer duration spark for 
improved fuel burn. 

The 250 ponies are produced from 
only a 3.4 liter (210 cu. in.) V6, normally as-
pirated mm; there are no turbos or super-
chargers. That says a lot about the engine’s 
efficient design. It can spin up to 6000 rpms 
and turns through a reduction gear case of 
1.85:1, while weighing only 570 lbs. 

A redesigned gear-case for the lower 
unit is claimed to be more streamlined 
while incorporating a larger gear set and 
electronic shift mechanism. The beefier 
gears and bearings offer increased durabil-
ity, and allow for larger props that give more 
thrust. The digital shift system eliminates 
cables and linkage; replaced by a small 

solenoid in the lower gear case that does 
all the work. The Evinrude E-TEC G2 250 
is available in 25’’ or 30’’ shaft lengths that 
incorporate additional water inlets. 

To run with the competition, the 
all-new Evinrude E-TEC G2 250 was de-
signed for salt-water service. So Evinrude 
increased the use of stainless steel and 
advanced metal treatments on engine and 
drive components to reduce corrosion 
potential. Throughout the unit, a titanium 
oxide coating was applied at critical surfaces 
in conjunction with electro deposition paint 
for the drive housing for a long lasting, 
durable finish.

Servicing the Evinrude E-TEC G2 250 
under normal use requires only changing 
the spin-on style fuel filter/water separator 
and checking the sight tube of the oil tank. 
Because the Evinrude E-TEC G2 uses lube 
oil so efficiently with its targeted oiling sys-
tem and built in two-gallon reservoir, a full 
tank should last many hours on the water. 
There is even a brilliant engine-fogging 
feature installed in the engine’s computer 
software to ensure storing the motor won’t 
result in a tragedy next season.

At the top of the motor is the main-

John Keizer SALT PATROL 

BRP's New Evinrude E-Tec G2 
250 V6 Outboard Motor

PRODUCT REVIEW
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tenance free, magneto style charging sys-
tem that produces a juicy 133 Amps and 
dedicates 50 of them to run the engine’s 
electrical components.

Evinrude’s new electronics package has 
moved the bar up a notch. ICON now fully 
integrates engine computer, digital shift and 
throttle controls, and has coupled them to a 
programmable hydraulic steering. A variety 
of ICON helm controls are available to 
work precisely and can be configured to 
suit the driver and boating conditions with 
presets for engine speed, trim attitude and 
steering feedback. The system monitors 
are available in 4.3’’ or 7’’ color touchscreen 
formats and can work with third party 
peripherals for total helm customization.

Now, the ICON electronic throttle 
controls offer many of the same features as 
the competition but one point that stands 
out is the rpm tune that allows the user to 
lock in a specific engine speed for greater 
control during trolling cruising or telling.

The Dual-Axis Rigging is a rotary ac-
tuator for the steering that is built into the 
drive trim cylinder mechanism. It is fully in-
tegrated into one small unit, and completely 
eliminates the long steering rack located in 
the engine well. Plus, all the exposed plumb-
ing is gone, which greatly reduces potential 
damage to the system. 

The electronic speed sensitive steering 
mechanism is much like those found on high-
end luxury cars, allowing less steering effort 
at low speed, when needed, and greater 
buffered control at high speeds. What is re-
ally slick is that the steering also incorporates 
three levels of feedback adjustment to cus-

tom tailor the boats steering performance.
The other half of the Dual Axis Rig-

ging is the power trim system. They call it 
the Fast-Track power trim, and it does just 
that. It rapidly trims the motor up and out 
of the water to an angle of 81-degrees. Salt-
water boaters will love this as it keeps the 
skeg totally out of the brine and eliminates 
corrosion from electrolysis. 

My ObSeRvAtiONS:
Running the new twin G-2 250 engines 

on my North River Seahawk O/S produce 
some amazing results. With the boat fully 

fueled and all gear onboard it weighs close 
to 9500 lbs. and we had three good-size 
guys on board during testing. Testing was 
done on Puget Sound with a 1 ft. wind chop. 
First was a speed run. The boat now tops 
out at 53 mph. Pinning the throttle down 
we leaped on plane in only 3.5 seconds and 

hit 50 mph in about 7 seconds. 
Ok with that out of the way we ran 

some fuel economy data. At 40 mph I was 
seeing 1.9 MPG. Backing down to 30 mph 
we were getting 3.4 MPG. Not bad when 
you consider I was getting less than that 
with standard 200 hp Evinrude’s. So I’m 
seeing about a 20% fuel saving from the 
standard 200 HP ETEC’s. More $$$ back 
in my pocket during this summer’s 100 mile 
tuna runs. 

When adding throttle at any rpm, I felt 
the torque of the engine kick and respond 
strong with no hesitation. I was also glad 
to see improvements have been made to 
quiet the Evinrude E-TEC G2 250’s intake 
and exhaust noise through specially tuned 
silencers, as the previous generation were 
louder when running. It’s amazing how much 
the new design cleans up the transom while 
giving extra space to an already cramped 
part of the boat. Orrin Nelson at Kitsap 
Marina in Port Orchard my local BRP dealer 
rigged the engines so all the hoses come into 
the starboard engine and cross over to the 
port engine requiring only one rigging tube 
in the transom. What a clean rigging setup 
over previous engines I have had. 

If you are ready to step up to the latest 
in outboard technology, visit your local Evin-
rude dealer or www.evinrude.com. 
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TUG'S TOURSJim Tuggle

Management Ranting & Good Stuff

Well, as I write this rant it’s al-
most July and the Washington 
State sport fishing pamphlet is 

still not available. I can remember when it 
used to be out by January 1st, but that was 
a long time ago. A little thing like the Boldt 
Decision, followed by the (then) new 200 
Mile Limit federal fishing regulations and 
the accompanying North of Falcon meetings 
set the publication date back to April. Is this 
the new WDFW plan: To get the rules out by 
July 1st? Also, wouldn’t it be nice if WDFW 
returned to the old format of listing stream 
regulations by alphabetical order instead of 
that deplorable mess that we had in the pam-
phlet this last year and a half? Maybe what is 
needed is a salmon fishing addendum booklet 
similar to the waterfowl pamphlet that could 
come out later in the year. Then everything 
else could be included in an earlier more 
timely publication. I’m glad I looked at the 
WDFW website a few weeks ago to discover 
that Marine Area 13 opened to crabbing on 
June 1st. Surprise, surprise! Unfortunately 
the reason it opened early is that the local 
tribe had vastly exceeded its allotted share, 
as they have done for more than a year, ap-
parently with no consequence from WDFW.

My rant about the pamphlet, and Wash-
ington State’s fishing in general, is much the 
same as most of the state’s anglers: Much of 
the fish management is good but some of it 
is stupid, plain and simple. But stupid fish 
and wildlife management is not limited to 
WDFW employees. The feds have their share 
of stupidity too.

Some Of The Good Stuff: Our coastal 
razor clam seasons and harvest continue to be 
managed brilliantly by razor clam czar Dan 
Ayers. Dan has exemplified the wise leader-
ship that balances an optimum harvest of the 
highly prized clams and the huge demand 
for their capture, with excellent conservation 
which keeps this coastal treasure in good 
supply. When ocean beach clam popula-
tions diminish, he keeps harvest closed until 
populations rebuild. He opens the seasons on 
weekends whenever he can, tides allowing, 
in order to give the most diggers the best 
opportunity to participate in the limited digs.

Trout fishing in our lakes seems to be as 
good as or better than it’s been in many years. 
Someone at WDFW figured out that larger 
trout planted in our lakes puts larger smiles 
on angler’s faces. The numbers of trout seem 
to be up, too. Good job there.

Our coastal salmon fisheries are about as 
good as they’ve ever been. It’s our hatchery 
system that makes this possible, along with 
some wiser conservation of natural spawning 
salmon than we’ve had in the previous de-
cades. (There’s still lots of room for improved 
conservation. WDFW leaders don’t quite 
yet understand conservation or balancing an 
ecosystem.)

The Good Stuff includes belated con-
gratulations to the organization called 
“Fishing the Chehalis”. Brothers Dave and 
Tim Hamilton brought to light WDFW’s 
neglect in conservation of salmon species of 
concern in the Chehalis Basin’s mainstem 
and tributaries. An entire book could be 
written about the two brother’s involvement, 
along with the help of a motivated cadre of 
concerned anglers and conservationists, to 
bring about needed salmon harvest reforms 
on the Chehalis system. Google “Fishing the 
Chehalis” and read about the fantastic efforts 
of this organization and the good they have 
done for all of us, but especially Chehalis 
basin salmon. This was a monumental effort 
by the group, and should be successful if 
WDFW does their part.

If fixing many of the salmon conserva-
tion issues in Grays Harbor wasn’t enough, 
the Hamiltons and others dug into the terrible 
state of conservation of salmon by WDFW 
in Willapa Bay and its tributaries. Willapa 
Bay is a wonderful place to fish for salmon 
in late summer and early autumn, as well 
as a wild salmon paradise years ago, until 
WDFW managed to manage the wild salmon 
populations to alarmingly low levels. Without 
the intervention of the Hamiltons and many 
others, Willapa Bay wild salmon would likely 
have ended up on the Endangered Species list. 
Thousands of salmon return to its hatcher-
ies, but far fewer return to streams to spawn 
naturally due to over harvest by commercial 
gillnet fisheries. Has the focus of harvest 
turned to sport fishing here and its ability 
to selectively harvest hatchery salmon, and 
maintain a high survival rate of wild salmon 
that can be released? No! More than 90% 
of the harvest here goes to gillnetters who 
fish non-selectively killing wild salmon in 
their zeal to harvest hatchery fish! Last year, 
WDFW put a 20% maximum impact level on 
Willapa’s gillnet fleet and then sat back and 
watched the impacts rise to 37%, seriously 
fishing into the minimum escapement levels 
of wild salmon in Willapa’s tributaries! The 

salmon managers seemingly ignored their 
own plan. Why?

A new Willapa Salmon Policy has just 
been adopted by the F&W Commission. The 
new policy dictates a 20% impact harvest 
ceiling, and institutes a “pay back” provision 
for the following season if the gillnet fleet 
continues to exceed their harvest limits. Com-
plicated issue, but the Commission is headed 
in the right direction, if too slowly. WDFW’s 
own statistics show that a harvest impact 
level on wild fish shouldn’t exceed 14% to 
rebuild wild runs in Willapa’s rivers. Why 
did WDFW staff fight so hard for the 20% 
harvest rate if they knew that it will take a 
maximum rate of 14% to begin the rebuilding 
of wild salmon runs? Why didn’t they follow 
their own statutory mandate for conservation 
and their own science? Willapa wild salmon 
populations continue to decline because of 
the lack of good conservation by so-called 
professionals in salmon management. How-
ever, the gillnetters have been smiling for 
years. Willapa’s commercial fishers are the 
same folks that gillnet the Columbia. That 
says a lot right there, doesn’t it?

On the Columbia, I was elated to hear 
that the feds had FINALLY resolved to kill 
thousands of the artificially out-of-balance 
cormorant populations that inhabit the arti-
ficially created islands in the lower Columbia 
River. This action has been way overdue. But 
wait! The feds have postponed their lethal 
take of cormorants because the female birds 
are on the nest with their young! The feds 
reasoned that by the killing of the female 
cormorants that the youngsters would die, 
so they suspended temporarily the taking 
of the cormorants! HUH??!!? You just can’t 
make up stuff like this! Truth is stranger 
than fiction. Apparently the feds hope those 
young cormorants survive, so then they can 
kill them later!

One of the problems of this situation has 
surfaced: The feds got started on this cormo-
rant kill later than they should have. Gosh, has 
that ever happened before? Maybe if they had 
done their work on schedule as they should 
have they wouldn’t have the nesting problem. 
They probably employ people who would go 
clam digging without checking the tide tables! 
(“Roger, the tide is high! Did anyone check 
the tide tables”? We’ll have to come back next 
week.”) Mother nature operates on her own 
schedule. Study that schedule and adapt or 
look stupid…but that reminds me of another 

rant I have.
We won’t have another Puget Sound 

hatchery steelhead release into our rivers 
again this year. It seems that the feds failed 
to do something that they were supposed to 
do with the Puget Sound Steelhead policy (or 
whatever that mess is called) and the Wild 
Fish Idiocy Conservancy (what it should be 
called) once again intervened in court with 
the blocking of planting of these popular fish. 
I wonder what the local seal and Orca popula-
tion will be dining on in future winters if it 
isn’t hatchery steelhead? Why, of course, it 
will be endangered wild steelhead! Especially 
in February, March and April when the Puget 
Sound chum runs are over. The Wild Fish 
Idiocy Conservancy continues to doom our 
wild steelhead by reducing Puget Sound’s 
steelhead population and further subjecting 
the wild fish to increased predation by the 
big critters that inhabit our inland sea. The 
Conservancy’s overall stupidity prevails, but 
they do have good attorneys. A good prescrip-
tion for their actions is to research who their 
benefactors are and pledge to NEVER do 
business with their businesses again. A simple 
approach to a complex problem.

I would hope that a good portion of the 
hatchery steelhead destined to be dumped 
could be planted in South Sound’s Deschutes 
River where there are no native wild steel-
head to conflict with hatchery steelhead on 
the spawning beds. Wanna’ bet that the state 
hasn’t thought about this? Hopefully the 
steelhead smolts at least will be somewhat 
evenly distributed among west side lakes. 
They are wonderful trout and they are paid 
for by anglers’ license fees.

The controversy of what to do with 
hatchery salmon surpluses is a subject that 
continues to be kicked around by salmon 
managers, anglers and conservationists. The 
absolute best thing that can be done with 
the surplus carcasses is to keep them in the 
stream for nutrients to support wild salmon. 
But the issue is a complicated one that is 
too complex to be discussed here. Simply, 
however, the hatchery salmon need to be 
harvested only to a level that assures good 
conservation and rebuilding of depleted wild 
salmon. Some issues come immediately to 
my simple way of thinking. For instance, 
on one of my favorite salmon streams, the 
Satsop River, salmon fishing is limited to an 
area from the river’s mouth to the upstream 

TUG'S TOURS continued on page 15
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A Different Direction

POLLACK'S POINTERS Tom Pollack

With any fishing there are always 
things that are overlooked that 
can make a difference. A basic 

thing is to pay attention to the direction of the 
water flow. In a river system the fish are always 
looking into the current, waiting for a meal to 
swim by. In larger rivers the most successful 
guides troll down stream to present their of-
fering in the face of the fish. To troll upstream 
you may well frighten the fish, even if you are 
using the very best bait attractant and bait. In 
a split second the fish may be gone. Trolling 
downstream you will cover a lot more water 
as opposed to trolling against the current and 
not moving or sliding backwards. Once you’re 

trolling trail is completed pull your gear and run 
back up stream, then reset your gear. You should 
also be looking at your gear to be sure that it is 
working correctly. In lower parts of some rivers, 
as the tide direction changes and backs the river 
direction, reverse your trolling pattern.

Puget Sound is a good example of current 
flows which will run about six hours in one 
direction and then reverses direction of the 
flow. This is commonly known as tide change. 
The rule is the same for trolling where you 
have a tide flowing in a specific direction. Go 
with the flow. 

Most trollers have a pattern that is a form of 
a loop. Going with the current and then turning 

around to buck the current. Bucking the current 
puts your gear away from your targeted fish and 
takes much more time to complete the loop. 
At times you just might be sliding backwards, 
especially with big tide exchanges. Pull your 
gear and run back up to the start of your pattern. 
Yes, it takes time to pull and reset your gear, 
but in doing this you are working your gear up 
through the water column and then represent-
ing your gear back down in the water column. 
Salmon move up and down the water column 
so your gear may intercept active feeding fish.

I have been a drift moocher for years, 
meaning most of the time my motor is off or in 
neutral and drifting with the current. I have my 

greatest success drifting from shallow to deep 
water. Then picking up my gear and running 
up to the start of my drift again. Drifting like 
this I am presenting my gear in the face of my 
targeted fish and at the same time I am cover-
ing the water column. Through the years I have 
found places to make this presentation based on 
tidal flow direction, for example, Point No Point 
at the northeast corner of the Kitsap Peninsula 
with an out going tide. 

Anglers that are jiggers do much the same 
thing. They are fishing structure, or drop-offs, 
where they see bait or fish on their electronics. 
They want to stay directly over the fish so as 
they lift their jig and drop their jig, it will flutter. 
It you let your jig have a long angle out, when 
you lift the rod to move the jig it will not get the 
desired action. In a strong current jiggers will 
back their boat into the current to keep their 
gear vertical. Once they have moved away from 
their target they will reel up and move back to 
where they started.

Now that I live by Potholes Reservoir, I 
practice the same techniques when walleye 
fishing in Crab Creek. I see many fishermen 
that enter the mouth of Crab Creek and start 
their troll up current. Then they will turn around 
and troll down current. In my thinking they are 
trolling the correct direction about 25% of the 
time. Consider the direction of current and your 
catch results will improve. 

Women can learn the basics of fishing, 
hunting and other outdoor skills at a 

September weekend workshop that includes 
sessions led by several Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) experts.

The annual workshop is scheduled 
Sept.18-20 at Camp Waskowitz near North 
Bend. It is presented by Washington Outdoor 
Women (WOW), a non-profit program dedi-
cated to teaching women outdoor skills and 
natural resource stewardship. WOW, now in 
its 18th year, is an educational outreach pro-
gram of the Washington Wildlife Federation. 

Certified and experienced instructors 
will teach 16 classes, including sessions on 
archery, basic freshwater fishing, fly-fishing 
and fly-tying, big-game hunting basics, map 
and compass reading, survival skills, bee-
keeping, birding, duck hunting, first aid and 
other subjects.

Several WDFW staff members are 
among the workshop’s 28 volunteer instruc-
tors, including biologists Stacy Kelsey, who 
teaches “Basic Freshwater Fishing,” and 
Laura Till, who teaches “Map and Compass.”

Workshop participants must be at least 
18 years old and must have a current Wash-
ington recreational fishing license to partici-
pate in the fly-fishing sessions. 

More information about the confer-
ence, including attendance fees and a reg-
istration form, is available at http://www.
washingtonoutdoorwomen.org. Partial 
scholarships from the Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation are available for first-time par-
ticipants. 

Women’s workshop 
offers instruction
on fishing, hunting, 
outdoor skills
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NEWS & VIEWS EASTSIDERob Phillips

Fun Time for Eastern Sockeye
July is sockeye month in Eastern Washington. 

From the first of July, when the season on the 
Columbia River opens above Priest Rapids 

Dam, to July 15, when it opens near Brewster 
anglers by the thousands gear up to catch some of 
these tasty salmon.

Early season forecasts from the state De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife are calling for a 
return of more than 390,000 sockeye to the upper 
Columbia River. Virtually all of those fish will be 
available to anglers working the Columbia River 
from Wanapum Dam upstream to the mouth of the 
Okanogan River. 

In early July anglers concentrate their efforts 
in the waters just below Wanapum Dam. The fish-
ing is almost exclusively a boat show, with dozens 
of boats turning a big circle in the whirlpool created 
by the massive flows of water over and through 

the dam.
Fishing there is not for the faint of heart, as 

the water flows in the whirlpool play havoc on the 
boats as they all try to stay in some sort of orga-
nized fashion, while still trolling slow enough to get 
their gear down to where the sockeye are holding.

The other challenge is the boat launch below 
the dam. It is narrow and long, and when the fish 
are there the wait for the launch can be madden-
ing at times.

With all that said, when the sockeye are there, 
it is still worth all of the hassles. 

The fish will hit a variety of offerings, but in 
the past couple years a small pink hoochie tipped 
with a dyed prawn trolled behind a size 0 silver 
dodger has been the ticket. I have also had good 
luck with a size 8 pink Spin-N-Glo ahead of a pink 
hook tipped with a dyed prawn behind a dodger. 

In the water below Wanapum the sockeye 
don’t run very deep, but you still need to get and 
keep your rig down in the zone, especially in the 
often turbulent waters right below the dam. Most 
anglers will run their rigs off of a downrigger, and 
set the ball at anywhere from 7 to 15 feet.

Because there are also summer chinook 
swimming in the same waters, and because anglers 
are allowed to use two fishing rods if they purchase 
the two-rod endorsement on their fishing license, 
many anglers will put out a bigger chinook bait such 
as a Mag Lip or Super Bait in hopes of hooking one 
of the bigger salmon too. 

When running two rods for two different spe-
cies the best technique is to run the bigger salmon 
plugs off of the downrigger, and then run a rod or 
two off the back of the boat for the sockeye. Using 
a 4-ounce dropper weight is normally all that is 
needed to get the sockeye gear down if you are not 
using downriggers.

 Because the fish move through miles and 
miles of river from Wanapum to Brewster, anglers 
are now starting to figure out places and techniques 
for catching the feisty little salmon. 

Rick Graybill of Hooked on Toys in 
Wenatchee (509-663-0740) has worked hard at 
trying to figure out other techniques to catch the 
sockeye during their migration. He has had some 
success using a bobber and jig or just a bobber 
and bait to catch fish in several spots in the waters 
downstream from Wenatchee.

Graybill said a small marabou jig with a dyed, 
cured shrimp tail will work. As will a 2/0 hook with 
a small hoochie dropped down over it, again with a 
shrimp tail attached. But his favorite rig is a single 
size 2 red hook with a small whole dyed shrimp.

____________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________
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From PACIFIC NORTHWEST SEAFOOD COOKERY. See order form to the 

right. A great GIFT IDEA for the seafood chef in your home.

Salmon Newberg

Flake fish in rather large pieces.  Melt butter in a pan and blend 
in flour, but do not brown.  Slowly add milk, stirring constantly, 
cook over medium heat until slightly thickened and smooth, add 
fish.  Remove from heat and slowly add the beaten egg yolks, 
return to heat and cook 2 or 3 minutes longer.  Add salt and 
pepper.  Just before serving add wine and Tabasco.  Serve over 
rice, noodles or toast.  Serves 4-6.

1-1/2 c. cooked salmon or canned 1/2 tsp. salt
4 Tbsp. butter or margarine 1/8 tsp. pepper
4 Tbsp. flour 1/4 c. sherry wine
2 c. milk Dash of Tabasco
2 slightly beaten egg yolks

He said the bites from the sockeyes on these 
rigs are very subtle, so using the proper weight and 
a very small bobber is crucial to see the bite and be 
able to respond in time to set the hook.

As far as where to ambush the quickly moving 
sockeye Graybill will anchor up sideways in the 
river, on points where the water comes up to 10 
feet deep. This funnels the fish right to where the 
bobbers and bait are awaiting.

Finally, when the salmon reach the mouth of 
the Okanogan, they will often times hold in the 
cooler Columbia until the waters in the tributary 
cool down. That’s when most anglers get in on 
the action. The Brewster pool is large and there is 
plenty of room for most everyone.

Trollers work the same bait rigs as used at 
Wanapum trolled behind an 8-inch dodger. Most 
years anglers have had the best luck keeping the 
leader between the dodger and bait fairly short, 10 
to 14-inches has worked well.

Again using a downrigger is advised, espe-
cially when the fish move deeper. In the early morn-
ing light fish will hit in the top 15 to 20 foot water 
depths, but as the sun rises, the fish move deeper 
and sometimes trolling 25 -40 feet will be required. 

As is the case farther down river, many an-
glers will work the same waters for the bigger sum-
mer chinook in the Brewster pool, so come rigged 
to fish for both. When the rod starts bobbing, you 
aren’t quite sure what is biting the lure.

This year’s sockeye run on the Columbia is 
by no means a record. But with several hundred 
thousand fish expected in the upper river there is 
still some great fishing to be had. Depending on 
where you want to fish, the fun begins as early as 
July 1. 
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FISH WILL LINE UP FOR A
SHOT AT YOUR LURE LIKE HUNGRY
LUMBERJACKS AT A BANQUET
WHEN YOU’RE USING OUR
DEADLY EFFECTIVE
PRODUCTS!!

Available at your local sporting goods supplier
in more than 40 different blends GUARANTEED to
work better than any scent/attractant on the market!
Choose from our wide range of Gels, Sticky Liquids
 and Species Specific “FEAST” blends.

Catcher Company / Smelly Jelly Hillsboro, Oregon 97124
Dealer Inquiries (503) 648-2643
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Big C Summer Looks HOT!
Summer Kings, Super Sockeye Run, Sturgeon on the Plate, and…Plus…

Summer king uptick, shad droop, sock-
eye surge, sturgeon to eat, smallmouth 
stir and steelheading looks good.

Those are just the highlights on the Big 
C July calendar, along with big changes in 
the Willapa, a wayward Sacramento king, 
long-overdue simplifications of the fish-reg 
mishmash, trophy trout program smacked 
by drought, boat fishing on the Sandy and…
first up:

SUmmER SALmON
Of all the Big C glory fish—summer 

chinook take a backseat.
This year may be different.
While never rolling upriver in the big 

league numbers of springers and fall kings, 
summer chinook are still a slab to be reck-
oned with. And this year, according to Big 
C fish forecasters, the run should hit 73,000 
and if it does that will be 14-percent more 
fish than the 10 year average.

Typically, the bulk of those fish will 
roll in from mid-June until the Fourth of 
July, but lately every salmon run in the Big 
C has been late. With higher than normal 
water temperatures expected, there’s a good 
chance the warm water block will stall the 
summer king run and WDFW/ODFW will 
extend the closure now set for July 6 below 
Bonneville Dam.

The downside is that a lot of those 
73,000 hatchery fish were not fin-clipped 
at the hatchery before being released and 
won’t be legal to bonk. A well justified push 
by several sport-fishing groups to get the 
fin-clip rule lifted for summer kings, which 
are almost exclusively hatchery produced, 
was shot down by agencies in both states. 
The excuse was that the season might have 
to be shortened out of fear that remnant wild 
chinook might be caught.

I wonder if there even is a truly wild 
summer chinook left in the river. But if so, 
is it really worth shutting down a high-dollar 
fishery that could produce revenue that could 
be poured back into Big C salmon recovery 
programs. 

Out of the 73,000 summer kings ex-

pected, fish managers have allocated 1,646 
to gillnetters, 3,227 to anglers below Bonn-
eville and 615 between Bonneville and Priest 
Rapids Dam. Most summer kings never get 

above Bonneville and contribute almost 
exclusively to a lower-river fishery.

Daily limits are six salmon or steelhead, 
only two may be adults or one of each. 

Chinook and steelhead must be fin-clipped, 
but if you get lucky and nail a lower river 
sockeye clip or not, it can be kept as part of 
the salmon limit.

The unusually high water temperatures 
that are expected, are likely to push the 
summer kings into colder water, either into 
the deeper channels or at the mouths of cold-
water tributaries. 

In the meantime, stay tuned for a sum-
mer king extension. In past years the season 
has been open through July 31.

 
SOCkEYE OPTImISm

Fish managers are sticking by their pre-
dictions for a solid sockeye run of 394,000 
sockeye and keeping their fingers crossed 
that they’re wrong. Early indicators are run-
ning strong that the forecast will be dwarfed 
by the size of the actual run.

Sockeye are a minor blip in the below 
Bonneville sport-fishery. A few are caught 
incidentally in the chinook and steelhead 
fisheries. Upriver, however, sockeye touch 
off a hyper-hot August sport fishery in 
the Pateros region and at the mouth of the 
Okanogan River. Most of sockeye in the run, 
about 285,000, are headed up the Okanogan 
River to hatchery operations in Osoyoss 
Lake on the B.C. border. 

About 285,000 of those sockeye are 
bound for the Okanogan River. 

Another 107,000 will hang a left in 
Wenatchee and head up the Wenatchee River 
to Lake Wenatchee. 

WDFW has not yet announced a 
sockeye season for the lake, but if num-
bers in the run keep building an opening 
is likely.

Last year in mid-June the total sockeye 
count at Bonneville Dam was just 5,128 fish 
but the total return was a whopping 614,179. 
This year by that same June date fish coun-
ters had already logged 38,997 sockeye at 
Bonneville—almost eight times more fish 
than a year ago.

Those high numbers are fueling lots of 

COLUMBIA RIVER REGION continued on page 12

COLUMBIA RIVER REGION Terry W. Sheely

Another good chinook season is in the net for Big C salmon anglers this summer/
fall. Washougal Guide Steve Leonard (left) of Steve’s Guided Adventures and Keith 

Sutton with a taste of what’s to come.  TERRY W. SHEELY PHOTO



800.831.2695ILWACO, WA

pacificsalmoncharters.com

SALMON 
• 

HALIBUT 
•

BOTTOM 
FISH 
•  

TUNA
•

STURGEON

12 JULY 2015

optimism among sockeye seekers and gen-
erating predictions that the actual run size 
will dwarf the forecast for 394,000 sockeye.

We’re off to a great start. Gas up the 
sockeye boat, dust off the tackle and stay 
tuned. Daily limits are generous six; the 
fish fight hard on appropriate gear, eat great 
when fresh and smoke into candy.

SHAD BUST
Boo, hiss.
What was expected to be a popular, 

maybe even hot all-family June shad fishery, 
turned into a bust.

Shad counts at Bonneville Dam peaked 
in at only 900,000. That compares with a 
10-year average of 1.5 million.

No idea why the dramatic drop. Shad 
are an alien species, unmanaged by state 
agencies and their rise and fall goes pretty 
much unmonitored. We’re not the only ones 
who will be missing out on shad this year.

Spawned out adults are a major pro-
tein source for the Big C’s imperiled white 
sturgeon population and shad fry keep the 
river’s smallmouth population fat and at 
world-class levels.

WILLAPA WILD GET PRIORITY
Willapa hatchery chinook have taken a 

major hit and wild kings get an uptick.
It’s the result of a new salmon-manage-

ment policy, developed over the past nine 
months, and adopted by WDFW commis-
sioners. The plan outlines three strategies 
for rebuilding natural-origin chinook stocks 
in Willapa Bay.

Mortality rates for wild chinook inter-
cepted by sport and commercial fisheries 
returning to the Willapa and Naselle rivers 
is now limited to 20 percent a year through 
2018, declining to 14 percent in 2019. This 
could cut time off the end of the Willapa 
Bay fishery as the percentage of wild fish 
increases over available hatchery keepers.

WDFW is reducing hatchery chinook 
production by 36 percent at three hatcheries 
in the bay watershed to avoid habitat con-
flicts with natural-origin spawners.

The commission has also directed 
WDFW to pursue switching out non-
selective commercial fishing gear for selec-
tive options that improve survival rates for 
natural-origin salmon and steelhead.

The new Willapa policy is in effect now, 
and “clearly establishes rebuilding natural-
origin chinook runs as our top priority for 
salmon management in Willapa Bay," con-

COLUmBIA RIVER REGION    
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In the 2015 Pikeminnow
Sport Reward Program

New

Easier R
eward

Levels!
              You can help rebuild northwest salmon 
             runs by catching northern  pikeminnow, 
         which eat millions of young salmon each 
 year! From May 1 through Sept. 30, 2015, 
every qualifying northern pikeminnow you catch over 9 
inches long will be worth at least $5 to $8.

For more information visit:
www.pikeminnow.org

2015 Season Highlights include:

• New Tier Reward System:
     1-25 pays $5 per fish!
     26-200 pays $6 per fish!
     201- up pays $8 per fish!

• Tagged fish worth $500
• “How-to” clinics during the season
• 20 registration stations 

Catch More
Cash!  

firms Brad Smith, commission chairman. 
The plan also establishes new guide-

lines for coho and chum salmon, but does 
not call for significant changes in fisheries 
or hatchery programs for those fish.

Jim Scott, director of WDFW's Fish 
Program, said returns of wild Willapa Bay 
kings is far below spawning capacity. Last 
year's return to the Naselle River was 975 
fish, with 780 to the Willapa River, and 
100 to the North/Smith rivers—all short of 
capacity.

JD CATCH-AND-EAT
STURGEON ENDS

Hungry for sturgeon? There’s a couple 
of fisheries to consider.

The Big C’s next-to-the-last sturgeon 
catch-and-eat season zips past on July 3-5 
the last leg of a three-way season split above 
Bonneville dam. Further upriver sturgeon 
can be kept thru July.

Part of the sport-fishing retention allo-
cation between Bonneville and The Dalles 
dams is delayed until the holiday weekend 
to allow family-style fishing after kids are 
dismissed from school. Two openings were 
allowed in June. The total allocation is for 
1,100 sturgeon to be caught. Sturgeon must 
be between 38 inches and 54 inches fork 
length to be retained in the July Bonneville 
Pool fishery.

A retention sturgeon fishery is also 
open all of July from McNary Dam to the 
Oregon/Washington border. In this stretch of 
river the size slot limit is between 43 and 54 
inches fork length. In the open areas above 
Bonneville the limit is one fish per day and 
two for the year. Only single, barbless hooks 
are allowed.

The rest of the Big C is limited to 
catch-and-release sturgeon fishing to al-
low populations to recover from historic 
lows. 

Remember, all sturgeon fishing, includ-
ing catch-and-release, is not allowed in the 
sturgeon sanctuary between The Dalles 
Dam downstream 1.8 miles to the boat 
ramp at the Port of The Dalles and there 
is a full closure all of July in the spawning 
sanctuary between McNary Dam and I-82. 
This closure will be lifted August 1 to allow 
catch and release.

LOW WATER SANDY
For the first time in just about forever 

anglers are being allowed to fish from boats 
in Oregon’s lower Sandy River, thanks 
entirely to what’s shaping up as a record 
drought.

Worried that excruciatingly low water 
in the popular river is restricting migrating 

fish movements to areas beyond bank cast-
ing range, especially a good run of spring 
chinook, ODFW okayed a ‘temporary’ rule 
to allow fishing from a boat through August 
15. The emergency order opens 22 miles of 
the Sandy from the mouth upriver to Ten 
Eyck Road/Revenue Bridge. 

You should know that this is a challeng-
ing stretch of water with several rapids in the 
Class IV range at both low and high flow 
levels. Normally boat fishing is not allowed 
above Oxbow Park.

DROUGHT SmACkS TROUT
Oregon’s popular trophy trout stocking 

program is taking a hit from the weather 
man.

The drought conditions that are creat-
ing worrisome low water flows in rivers and 
streams is cutting off water supplies to some 
coastal hatcheries, prompting ODFW to 
prematurely release trout before they reach 
the ‘trophy size.’

  First to be hit were five north coast 
lakes where the planned September stocking 
of 1,550 two-pound rainbows, was shifted to 
June and the trout were stocked at less than 
a pound each. 

ODFW said it was forced to premature-
ly stock Cape Meares, Town, Coffenbury, 
Lost and Sunset lakes with smaller trout 
because water in the North Fork Nehalem 
River, which feeds Nehalem Hatchery, was 
two-thirds below normal.

CHANGES AT HANFORD
New changes for salmon fishing in the 

Hanford Reach that, according to WDFW, 
will protect salmon near the mouth of the 
Yakima River at Tri-Cities while liberal-
izing daily limits upstream of that conflu-
ence.

In the six-miles from Hwy. 395 Bridge 
to I-82 Bridge in Tri-Cities through August 
15 the daily limit on salmon is three. Not 
more than one can be an adult and no more 

than two can be sockeye. All wild chinook 
release.

From I-82 to Priest Rapid Dam the 
daily limit is now 8 salmon, no more 
than two adults. Six sockeye are allowed 
in this stretch. Barbless hooks. Columbia 
River Salmon and Steelhead Endorsement 
(CRSSE). Two rods allowed with the Two-
Pole Endorsement, except for sturgeon.

The rule modifications are part of 
WDFW creating a new salmon fishery area 
near the mouth of the Yakima River to man-
age fishing effort.

SImPLIFYING THE mISHmASH
Oregon’s ponderous and confus-

ing 102-page collegiate encyclopedia of 
complex fishing regulations is about to 
be simplified. Hopefully, the streamlin-
ing re-build will become an example for 
neighboring Washington which crushes 
fishing fun with a 142-page book of often 
confusing fishing rules.

ODFW says it’s responding to wide-
spread complaints that, “Even seasoned 
anglers claim they frequently need a law 
degree to help them understand what’s al-
lowed and what’s not.” That complexity has 
arguably chased away more sport fishermen 
than No Fishing signs.

Next year, the regs will be easier to 
understand, clearer, less complex and simpli-
fied—says ODFW. “We’ve looked at every 
water body across the state, trying to develop 
common regulations, consistent language, 
and increased fishing opportunities,” said 
Mike Gauvin, ODFW recreational fisheries 
program manager. 

Examples of the changes include: 
Eliminating the April trout opener and 
(with a few exceptions) opening those areas 
to year-round fishing. Standardizing catch 
limits for trout. Maintaining consistency in 
the how the regulations are listed. 

COLUMBIA RIVER REGION continued on page 14
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Since 2004, NMTA has given away 
11 fully rigged grand prize fishing boats 
valued at over $500,000. Additionally, 
NMTA has also given away three 14-foot 
aluminum Kid’s Division fishing boats 
including an outboard motor and trailer. 
This year’s grand prize boat is a 21-foot 
hardtop Hewes Craft, with Mercury out-
board power including a trolling motor, 
Lowrance electronics, Scotty Downriggers 
and an EZ-Loader tandem axel galvanized 
trailer that will push that total dollar num-
ber closer to $600,000 over 12 years. This 
year’s grand prize boat will be awarded to 
one lucky angler, in a raffle, at the Everett 
Coho Derby. All 12 boats, motors, trail-
ers and equipment are donated to NMTA 
from the manufacturers to help promote 
the Derby Ser ies through par tner ing 
sponsorships. Again, the promotion is all 
about encouraging anglers to go boating 
and fishing.

SERIOUS DERBY SERIES    
continued from front page

“The Northwest Salmon Derby Series 
has been a huge success and one of our best 
promotions in the 68-year history of the 
NMTA,” said George Harris, president of 
the Association. The NMTA produces the 
Seattle Boat Show, the biggest boat show 
on the west coast that draws nearly 60,000 
people every year. Harris also said “I am 
equally proud that all of the tournaments 
target on hatchery produced chinook 
salmon which is good for our industry and 
the resource.”

Harris said the Series currently part-
ners with 14 Puget Sound fishing tourna-
ments in 2015 which together, hosts derby 
fishing opportunities for all of the anglers 
entering derbies sanctioned by the Series. 
He also said the Series is considering ex-
pansion into eastern Washington in 2016.

While considering the history of 
salmon derbies, particularly tournaments 
that focus on chinook salmon, several of 
these annual events nearly evaporated 
when four stocks of Puget Sound wild 
chinook salmon were listed as threatened 
under the Endangered Species Act back in 
the late 90’s. After several years of scien-
tific and political debate, the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and most of 
western Washington treaty tribes began 
clipping the adipose fin (small fatty fin 
on the back of a salmon, between the 
dorsal fin and the tail) on hatchery pro-
duced coho and chinook salmon helping 
to identify these fish. As these “marked” 
salmon came on-line as adults, in many 
cases, anglers would be required, in ap-
plicable areas, to release un-marked fish 
while being allowed to retain hatchery 
fish, due to conservation concerns by 
fisheries managers. As a result, salmon 
derbies began to grow and flourish espe-
cially during the last 10 years.

In July, two salmon derbies will oc-
cur in the San Juan Islands and Admiralty 
Inlet. The Bellingham Salmon Derby (July 
10th-12th) features chinook salmon fish-
ing in the Islands which is strategically 
planned following the July 1st opener in 
the Islands (Area 7).

On July 18-19th, the Derby Series 
will partner with the Chimacum Salmon 
Derby, new to the Series this year. This 
tournament follows the summer chinook 
(hatchery chinook only) season opening 
July 16th in Admiralty Inlet (Area 9) 
which can produce gangbuster fishing 
during a short season.

The first three Saturdays in August 
feature three long-standing salmon derbies 
beginning with the South King County 
PSA Salmon Derby (Aug. 1st), followed by 
the Gig Harbor Salmon Derby (Aug. 8th) 
and the All South Sound in Olympia (Aug. 
15th). All of these tournaments are based 
on the availability and opportunity to 
catch hatchery produced chinook salmon.

The summer salmon derby season 
concludes with the Willapa Bay Salmon 
Derby in Tokeland (Sept. 5th), the Colum-
bia River Fall Salmon Derby (Sept. 6th) 
based in Woodland, the Edmonds Coho 
Derby (Sept. 12th) and the grand-daddy of 
the Series, the Everett Coho Derby (Sept. 
19th-20th). The grand prize Hewes Craft 
boat winner will be drawn on Sunday 
afternoon during the awards ceremony 
in Everett.

For detailed information on all of 
these derbies in the Series, visit the Derby 
Series website, featuring links to each 
tournament at: NorthwestSalmonDerby-
Series.com.

“We are looking forward to a great 
summer salmon fishing season, and being 
on the road to promote sport fishing in this 
region of the country,” Harris said. “Wash-
ington sales data shows fishing boats are 
the most popular kind of boat being sold 
in the Northwest and we’re excited about 
making one lucky angler very happy with 
this year’s grand prize boat.” 

YOU CAN WIN THIS 
DERBY SERIES BOAT!

SEE BELOW
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About time, I say. The regulation 
booklet should not be an intimidation that 
discourages new fishermen from joining 
the sport. I wish I had a new barbless hook 
for every ex-fisherman who’s told me they 
quit fishing rather than chance inadvertently 
violating state law.

Now if we can just get WDFW to follow 
ODFW’s lead and axe a few dozen pages 
of mumbo jumbo and cross-referencing 
out of Washington’s 142-page fishing reg 
book too, I suspect we’ll find that wannabe 
anglers are less intimidated and more apt to 
become—new anglers. 

Fishing should be fun and simple, not 
fear and confusion.

JOE’S BIG C FACTOIDS
Joe Hymer is a fish biologist at WD-

FW’s Region 5 office in Vancouver and 
the man loves numbers. Here are some Joe 
Factoids that I find interesting and more than 
a bit revealing about this year’s runs.
 The 265,558 adult spring chinook 

counted at Bonneville Dam through June 15 
is the fourth largest since 1938. The record 
is 414,628 fish tallied in 2001.
 This year's Bonneville Dam jack 

spring chinook count of 18,138 fish is the 
eighth largest since 1980. The record of 
81,782 was set in ‘09.
 This year's shad count of nearly 

900,000 fish at Bonneville Dam through 
June 15 is only one-half of the 1.8 million 
fish counted by that date last year. It is also 
only 60 percent of the recent 10-year average 
of 1.5 million fish.
 Tacoma Power employees have re-

leased 523 spring chinook adults, 110 jacks 
and one winter steelhead into the Cispus 
River above the mouth of Yellow Jacket 
Creek.
 The number of fin-clipped chinook in 

the river is dropping now in comparison to 
unclipped. The clip rate is now around 50 
percent probably because of the influx of 
unmarked hatchery summer kings. 
 Catch-and-release sturgeon fishing is 

“very good” from Vancouver to Longview.

GO SOUTH OLD SALmON
And finally, a chinook caught near 

Bonneville Dam was just a few hundred 
miles off course. The king contained a 
coded-wire tag identifying it as originating 
at Coleman National Fish Hatchery, on a 
tributary to the Sacramento River. Not only 
was the king a wee bit lost, but it was also 
way early. It was a fall chinook.

But what we’re really waiting for is 
another shot of striped bass. Several stripers 
showed up last year when water tempera-
tures jumped, and this year is expected to 
see even higher water temperatures. 

Historically striper anglers had to head 
south at least as far as Oregon’s Umpqua 
River, but this could be their year! 

The BC coastal fishing season is well under-
way and there are plenty of excellent early 
reports. Starting in the north, fishing in 

Haida Gwaii and the North Coast all show strong 
numbers of Chinook and good signs for coho. For 
the west coast of Vancouver Island reports show 
steady results and the sockeye fishing near Port 
Alberni has not disappointed. Since early May in 
and around Nanaimo catch results have been very 
positive, the size and quantity of Chinook is quite 
notable. And, further south, Chinook and halibut 
action off Oak Bay in Victoria has matched or 
beats any and all of the aforementioned! Nice for 
those close to the big cities to enjoy some excellent 
and consistent results.

Fishing has been steady on the West Coast 
of Vancouver Island.

Halibut fishing has been steady and predict-
able and things are looking good for tuna fishing 
later in the summer.

Great fishing, great weather and a favorable 
exchange on the US dollar mean that there is no 
better time to head north of the border and create 
an unforgettable 2015 fishing adventure in BC!

There are a couple things to remember before 
you load up your fishing gear. Fishing licenses are 
exclusively sold online in Canada so remember to 
log in and buy one before you head north. If you 
forget, one of our many local tackle shops will 
help you connect and buy one while you stock 
up on the latest tackle.

Remember to mark your catch of Chinook 
(kings) and halibut (and their length) on your 
license. It is a requirement of your license and 
will help ensure that we are able to enjoy a long, 
predictable fishing season. It is also a good habit to 
keep track of your catch so that if you are asked to 
participate in local catch monitoring activities you 
can help fisheries managers make good decisions 
based on solid data.

Finally, if you’re thinking about hiring a 
guide, remember to look for the CTAG or Certi-
fied Tidal Angling Guide designation. Certified 
guides have the highest level of angling skills, 
excellent local knowledge, customer service train-
ing and all applicable marine safety training. The 
CTAG designation means that you are getting the 
best guiding services available for your money.

Until next time, tight lines! 

WHAT A START!

Owen Bird, 
Executive Director 
Sport Fishing 
Institute of British 
Columbia 
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BUFFS BOLDT DECISION & INDIAN NEWS
        IN RECOGNITION OF 40 YEARS

TWO PRINT PIECES THAT SHAPED NORTHWEST FISHERIESNOW AVAILABLE –
54 legal pages of Judge Boldt’s “...Final Decision # I, Find-
ings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and Declaratory 
Judgment and Decree...” filed 40 years ago on February 12, 
1974, with his Memorandum and 32 pages of the Northwest 
Indian News – Collector’s Issue from August, 1979, one 
month after the U. S. Supreme Court upheld Boldt’s ruling, with 
headline proclaiming “State Has to Behave”, synopsis, chronol-
ogy, Supreme Court majority and minority decisions, editorial 
drawings (cartoons) and more!

 If you have interest in how the Pacific Northwest fishers devel-
oped 40 years ago, these are a must-have for your collection.  
Both pieces have been reduced to standard 8 1/2” x 11” for 
convenience.  Note: Both pieces have highlights (underlinings 
and notes) buy unknown readers.

BOTH ARTIFACTS
FOR ONLY

INCLUDES
TAX & SHIPPING

$1800 PER SET

Send ____ Set(s) of Boldt Decision & Indian News At $18 Per Set Total Enclosed ________

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State______________Zip _____________
 
Make check payable to: THE REEL NEWS • 621 SR 9 NE, #A-16 • Lake Stevens, WA 98258
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TUG'S TOURS    
continued from page 8

salmon fishing boundary which is at the bridge 
across the East Fork of the Satsop at Schaefer 
State Park. However, there are literally thou-
sands of hatchery coho salmon continuing 
to swim past the boundary, soon to be killed 
as surplus at the state hatchery facility a few 
miles upstream? Why not open this stretch of 
the river to the harvest of those thousands of 
hatchery coho that arrive after the first rains 
of September and October? Closing the East 
Fork after October 31st does make sense to 
protect wild coho that return later in the year, 
but keeping it closed when hatchery coho are 
in incredible abundance doesn’t make sense. 
The river upstream of the Schaefer Park bridge 
is open for trout fishing throughout October so 
why not open it to harvest so-called surplus 

coho? I’m sure there are other situations like 
this throughout our state.

WDFW salmon managers continue 
to expound on the need to harvest surplus 
hatchery salmon. Yet we continue to have 
a limit on charter boat licenses through an 
ancient moratorium on those licenses that 
has been in existence ever since the 1970’s. 
How can the average person who doesn’t own 
a boat large enough to fish for salmon in the 
saltchuck get to fish for a resource that they 
have paid for through taxes and licenses un-
less they buy a trip on a licensed charter boat? 
Unless they have a friend with a good boat, 
they can’t. Charter boat license holders will 
disagree with me because they hold a winning 
monopoly on a very limited supply of charter 
licenses. To catch more hatchery salmon we 
need more charter licenses created. When 
the salmon fishing is at its best, you will 
have a tough time getting on a Westport or 
Ilwaco based salmon charter boat. They are 

constantly booked full. On the lower Colum-
bia River during the Buoy 10 fishery, nearly 
all the smaller boat river-based charters are 
licensed out of Oregon where the sale of 
charter licenses is not restricted. So we are 
sending a large share of the Columbia River 
salmon anglers out of state instead of keeping 
revenues home. Doesn’t make sense.

While on the subject of Columbia River 
salmon management, why isn’t a portion of 
the incredibly massive federal funding used 
for salmon recovery directed to simply buy 
out the gillnet licenses for fishing there? It 
would be absolutely the most practical policy 
available to increase salmon survival and 
simplify salmon management on the big river. 
Buying out the commercial fleet at a more 
than fair price makes sense to everyone that 
I talk to. Gillnetters could retire their gear 
with fair compensation. What politics are 
getting in the way of getting this done? Who 
are the politicians blocking this? Let’s get rid 

of those politicians along with the nets. More 
fish-friendly means of commercial salmon 
harvest needs to be explored and considered. 
Salmon biologists have been remarkably 
un-creative in coming up with new means to 
harvest salmon. Why?

Thanks for reading my ranting and rav-
ing. And thanks to THE REEL NEWS for 
continuing to bring to light real issues and 
opinions about our fish and wildlife man-
agement in our state and elsewhere in the 
northwest. This is America and people like 
me get to publicly complain or brag about 
our government through this publication’s 
venue. I’m not always correct about my as-
sertions, and I sometimes get emotional, but 
my rants are based on information, not pure 
emotions. There are things in our fish and 
wildlife management that need to be talked 
about outside the strict controls of a Fish and 
Wildlife Commission. Let’s keep the discus-
sions rolling. 
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2015 Westport Chinook
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This was the fourth year of the early 
June hatchery Chinook season at 
Westport. For two weeks anglers 

are allowed to keep two hatchery Chi-
nook per day before going to one per 
day for hatchery or wild plus a hatchery 
coho or two for your two salmon limit.

Every early season has been a little 
different which is quite normal for 
the ocean. Wind direction and speed, 
clouds, rain, tides, swell, sun, water 
temperature, bait fish, sea birds, plank-
ton, algae, jellyfish, razor clam spawn 
and many other variables affect where 
and how to catch salmon in the ocean. 
And all these things can change from 
day to day or maybe week from week.

On June 14th I went fishing 
with Tim Zech and his 
son on their 24-
foot Sea Sport. 
We went south 
from Westport o f f 
the wind mills 
in 180 feet of water 
and got skunked. The 
fishing was good there two 
weeks before. The northwest 
wind was blowing, the waves were big, 
no birds, no bait, no salmon, no whales, 
it was like a dead sea!

Tim went back six days later to 
the same spot and everything had 
changed. The ocean was no longer 
angry, hardly any wind or waves, lots 
of birds, lots of bait fish, lots of salmon 
and a dozen humpback whales feeding 
in the area putting on a show and com-
ing half way out of the water making 
huge splashes.

Tim put a 28-pound Chinook in 
the fish box right off the bat and after 
releasing five large wild coho he put a 
hatchery coho in the box for his early 

limit. That’s how fast things can change 
in the ocean.

Four years ago the early hatchery 
Chinook fishing was unbelievably good 
as most boats came in with their limit 
every day for two weeks. The seas were 
mostly calm with lots of bait fish, birds 
and hungry Chinook anywhere from 
near shore in 20 feet of water out to 
100 feet of water and the fishing was 
great. There were a few days when we 
had our limit by 8:00 in the morning. 
We thought we died and went to salmon 
heaven!

The next year the 
early season was 

good but we had to work a little harder 
to get our fish. The third year we had to 
work even harder to get our fish. Instead 
of small schools of anchovies being 
almost everywhere they were in larger 
schools near shore, probably feeding on 
razor clam spawn.

We were catching Chinook in 20 
feet of water just outside the break-
ers. If your engine quit while fishing 
that close to shore you would be in big 
trouble very fast. Using a diver and a 
cut-plug herring works very well for 
ocean Chinook in shallow water.

This year the early hatchery Chi-

nook season started on May 30th. 
Again I was fishing with Steve Thorni-
ley in his 23-foot Sterling with a V-8 
G.M. engine with a Volvo stern drive.

While crossing the Westport bar 
we had to make a decision to go north 
or south. We had always gone north on 
opening day, so north it was. We ran up 
the beach for about five miles in 75 feet 
of water and started trolling. It wasn’t 
long before I had a nice Chinook on, 
but when I got it near the boat we could 
see the adipose fin wasn’t clipped so 
we unhooked the mint bright 15-pound 
Chinook. Little did we know that would 
be the last salmon of the day.

We fished in and we fished 
out, 

we changed 
spoons, used bait, 

we used a f lash-
er and plastic squid but nothing 

worked. 
We continued trolling north until 

we were off Moclips when Steve no-
ticed a rocky mound on the bottom 
on the depth finder. Not wanting to go 
fishless we stopped and sent our her-
ring to the bottom in 120 feet of water. 
After filling a five gallon bucket with 
sea bass and lingcod we called it a day 
and headed back to the harbor.

Back at the dock the news of the 
day was go south off the wind mills 
out in 140 feet of water. So the next 
morning that’s where everyone went. 
There was like maybe 100 boats and 
the fishing was good with lots of boats 

getting limits, including us.
We went back the next day and 

caught three more. The next day we 
went home to process our fish and get 
them in the freezer. Then we returned 
the next day and fished the afternoon 
incoming tide on the bar and picked-
up two nice Chinook, but a big high 
pressure off the coast was pushing 
a big northwest wind wiping up the 
ocean. It can be dangerous fishing 
in big waves out there, especially for 
a couple of 60-something-year-old 
fishermen.

Steve and I have been 
fishing salmon in the ocean 

since the early 1970s so we 
have lot of experience, but 

it’s more fun when the ocean 
is calmer and the salmon are 
more numerous. And that will 
happen at any time.

So it’s going to be another 
great salmon season in the 

ocean! 
The lack of anchovies 

is a bit of a concern this 
yea r off Westport, but that can 
change any time.

The collapse of sardines along the 
West Coast is also a concern. For the 
last 20 years they have been abundant 
out beyond 250 feet of water. We did 
catch some salmon with large herring 
in their stomachs, so there are some of 
those out there.

Without lots of bait fish the ocean 
becomes lifeless. Seabirds, sea mam-
mals and all fish larger than bait fish 
rely on this food source for their liveli-
hood. State and Federal biologists have 
no idea what the status of bait fish is in 
the ocean, because it’s just too difficult 
and costly to pursue such a mission. 

Earl Sande

Bait-Fishing For Trout
Beginners to experts love this book!

Learn top tactics for 
catching big trout on bait.

Only $13.75

VISA Orders:

www.TNScommunications.net
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Lamiglas, inc. Patriarch
Richard L. Posey Passes

Lamiglas, Inc. Owner / CEO/ 
President and Sportfishing In-
dustry icon, Richard L. Posey 

“Dick”, died in peace on Friday, May 
15, 2015 at his home in Vancouver, 
Washington. He spent a highly 
productive 88-years living true to 
his core principles of “Onward 
and Upward”, and “We Will Make 
it Work”.

The terms, “selfless, honorable 
and generous” are continuously 
used to describe Dick’s character. 
Rarely did he conduct his business 
and personal affairs with contracts 
or legal documents – all Dick re-
quired was a handshake. You could 
rest assured if you ever received 
one from him, the commitments 

would be honored in full.
Dick Posey had a profound 

influence on the Sportfishing In-
dustry that spanned more than five 
decades. Dick believed deeply in 
maintaining family values and the 
heritage of angling. While he likely 
had IGFA records in his hands and 
caught countless personal trophies, 
you won’t see them in the record 
books or mounted on his office 
wall. Dick cared more about the 
people he employed and loved. 

It was 1965 when a small com-
pany building Fiberglass Rod Blanks 
in Kent, Washington sparked Dick’s 
interest in fishing rod manufactur-
ing. Dick invested every effort in 
the company spending 50 years 

as Owner/CEO and President of 
Lamiglas. Under Dick’s guidance, 
Lamiglas Inc. quickly became rec-
ognized as an industry leader in 
construction of quality, fishing rods.

Dick was a hard-working man 

with the utmost integrity. First 
into the office every day - last to 
leave. He’ll forever be honored by 
the industry he loved, and forever 
be missed by his family, friends, co-
workers and associates. 

Show the world you’re proud of your sport with the 
TRN “fish” sticker displayed on the outside of your windows.

Send check or Money Order, along with your mailing address to:

THE REEL NEWS - FISH STICKERS
621 SR 9 NE, # A-16 • Lake Stevens, WA 98258

• $6 for one • 2 for $10 • $5 for each additional

Custom cut in brushed chrome this beautiful sticker has a strong 
glue backing that will hold up under the most severe weather conditions.

ACTUAL SIZE:
4¾” H x 4” W

DO YOU HAVE YOUR TRN FISH STICKER?
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PROTECTING YOUR NATURAL RESOURCES
DEPUTY CHIEF mIkE CENCI – WDFW ENFORCEmENT PROGRAm

   OFFICERS NOTEBOOk

WHOOPS:
Officer Perez called a possible gear 

theft victim who had dialed 911 to report 
stolen shrimp gear. The men had been 
legally fishing in MA6 when an ill-in-
formed good Samaritan, thinking that the 
area was closed, pulled two men’s shrimp 
pots. The good Sam called the men to let 
them know that he’d saved them from a 
ticket and that he would meet them to 
return their pots. Officer Perez called the 
good Sam and finally convinced him that 
the men had been fishing lawfully and 
warned that the man was now in posses-
sion of stolen shrimp gear. After receiving 
a call-back from the victim, Officer Perez 
learned that the good Sam and his buddies 
had sheepishly returned the shrimp gear. 
Amid a torrent of apologies, the good 
Sam, turned would be thief, took up a 
collection. The $26 in singles and change 
was given to the victim to atone for the 
lost shrimp. Works for us! 

ON THE RUN:
Officer Smith was checking beach 

accesses when he observed a man flail-
ing about in the tidal mud. Despite being 
covered from head to toe in guck, Officer 
Smith noticed he was someone with a 
felony warrant being sought after by the 
Mason County Sheriff’s Office. He took 
him into custody until Deputies arrived 
and were able to transport a man desper-
ately in need of a shower. 

The following are real life events meant to provide a snapshot of fish and wildlife 
police activity for the past month. These examples were selected to provide a snapshot 
of the diversity of issues Game Wardens encounter while on patrol protecting your 
natural resources. The WDFW Law Enforcement Program is divided into two sec-

tions – Marine and Land, although patrol responsibilities often overlap regardless 
of officer assignment. All violations are considered “alleged” unless a conviction 
has been secured. Deputy Chief Cenci can be contacted via e-mail at cencimac@
dfw.wa.gov. 

OYSTER FEST
The oyster season for Potlatch State Park was closed, and because of 
paralytic shellfish poison levels, was expected to remain so for some 
time. That didn’t deter four men from poaching 1,541 of the toxic bi-
valves. When Officer Jewett nabbed the men, they stated they were 
getting them for a Baptist Church gathering. We don’t think there was 
any confusion here, as the associated vehicle had its hood up along 
the road way. An unoccupied parked vehicle near the beach doesn’t 
attract as much attention if it appears it is disabled. 

Meanwhile, Officer Balazs was dispatched to oyster poaching on 
three different beaches on the same day. The first call for service 
involved men loading a van full of un-shucked oysters at Illahee State 
Park. Unfortunately they absconded before the officer could arrive. 
The second call came from Park Rangers at Twanoh State Park where 
three subjects loaded 3 coolers full of un-shucked oysters into a black 
BMW SUV. The men ignored the Rangers signals to stop and fled 
east bound on SR 106. Officer Balazs and Officer Leonetti observed 
the same vehicle as it was traveling east bound on SR 302 past the 
Victor access site. The subjects were in possession of 548 un-shucked 
oysters. When these kinds of quantities, you have to wonder if any of 
this is connected to the illegal shellfish markets we know exist, or…
maybe the poachers are just being “shellfish”. 

ILLEGAL CHARTER BOAT:
Eight divers had speared six nice ling cod, 2 of which 
were identified by Officer Haw as oversized. The boat 

had been chartered, and the operator wasn’t licensed to 
take passengers for hire. Officer Haw seized the illegal 
fish, and then the USCG conducted their inspection…

COmmERCIAL:
Sergeant Mullins and Officer Koontz 

responded to a complaint of a commercial 
dive boat harvesting sea cucumbers in the 
closed area of Rocky Bay. The vessel was 
contacted as divers were harvesting away. 
Sergeant Mullins and Officer Koontz then 
made contact and identified the divers 
and crew as tribal. Lummi Enforcement 
responded and took over the investigation. 

WILD CHINOOk:
After receiving a few reports of a cou-

ple different subjects keeping over limits 
and wild fish on the Columbia River in the 
Washougal area near Marker 48, Officer 
Moats spent a day mid-week camped on 
his spotting scope from a vantage point 
near the area. After five hours observing 
five different hog lines and documenting 
their activity, he received a phone call 
from a friendly fisherman on the River. 
The fisherman stated his friend was an-
chored next to a subject that illegally kept 
a wild fish. After getting the description of 
the vessel, Officer Moats said to the caller, 
“You mean the salmon he caught at 7:49 
am.” The caller laughed and knew Officer 
Moats had been watching. Around noon, 
Sgt. Wickersham and Officer Hughes 
arrived by patrol vessel and picked up 
Officer Moates so he could address the 
violation. Upon approaching them, the 
two fishermen became nervous right 
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kept it. Officer Ludwig checked it out and 
saw a very much alive Chinook swim-
ming against the tether. When he noticed 
there was a fresh wound on the salmon’s 
back where the adipose fin used to be 
located, he confronted him about cutting 
it off, to which the man quickly confessed. 
To make matters worse, Officer Ludwig 
learned that Sgt. Fairbanks had spoken 
with the subject earlier in the day so he 
contacted Sgt. Fairbanks by phone. Sgt. 
Fairbanks told him he had explained the 
regulations and had even drawn a sketch 
of what a legal salmon would look like. 
Officer Ludwig asked about the sketch 
and found the individual was still in 
possession of the very nice depiction of 
a fish, which clearly showed the adipose 
fin scribbled out. Officer Ludwig learned 
that Sgt. Fairbanks had drawn the illustra-
tion. The subject was cited for Unlawful 
Rec. Fishing 1st Degree, and his brand 
new fishing rod and reel were seized for 
forfeiture. 

DEER CASE:
A Yakima Tribal member caught 

poaching by Officer Bolton and Sgt. 
Wickersham pled guilty in Yakima Tribal 
Court to two counts of illegal hunting, 
taking female deer out of season. On each 
count he was fined $3000, with $2500 
suspended, and a six month suspension 
of his hunting privileges, 12 months of 
probation. 

ImmORAL mORELS:
Officer Day and Forest Service Of-

ficer Graves responded to the Little Bridge 
Creek burn area after receiving a report of 
commercial mushroom pickers in an area 

set aside for recreational pickers only. The 
area was established outside the rest of the 
Carlton Complex Fire burn area to give 
recreational mushroom hunters a place to 
collect without having to compete with 
large crews of professionals who are har-
vesting 12 hours a day. The witness had 
observed a team of commercial pickers 
who had been dropped off in the area with 
large packs and containers. The vehicle 
then sped away as the workers moved into 
the timber and out of sight. Officer Graves 
set up on foot at the drop off site while 
Officer Day monitored the road from 
his patrol vehicle. When the mushroom 
poachers returned, they chose to hide in 
the same patch of timber where Officer 
Graves was secreted. With the officers un-

JUmBO OVER-LImIT
Officer’s Kimball and Rosenberger patrolled North Sound by boat one 
evening, contacting three men near Eastern Bank finishing up shrimp-
ing. Two of the men were at the back removing tails from the shrimp, 
while the third man slowly motored the vessel. When contacted, the 
men stated that they had just pulled their last pot and were sorting 
the shrimp…uh huh, you betcha. A large tote was on the deck with 
shrimp whole and tailed. Then comes the cover story, they may have 
too many aboard, because they had not counted all the shrimp in 
the tote yet. With the skipper nervously glancing at the two coolers 
in the bow area, officers suspected more of the tasty morsels were 
secreted nearby. The crew immediately failed the honesty test, but 
after reconsideration, the skipper confessed to having more. When 
the officers asked for the overage, they were told that they had better 
come aboard because there were too many to pass across. Officer 
Rosenberger found an additional six plastic bags containing spot 
prawns. The officer asked the skipper how many shrimp were in each 
bag, the man stated 80. (This is the legal limit.) In all the three men 
possessed 917 spot shrimp or 11 limits plus 37 spot shrimp. Only two 
of the men had valid licenses. The over limit shrimp were seized and 
citations were issued. The guys at the Lighthouse Mission in Bellingham 
ate well that night.

away and began reeling in extremely fast. 
They even made an attempt to throw off 
the anchor like they were going to leave. 
Officer Hughes got their attention and the 
officers pulled alongside. Officer Moats 
asked for their licenses and if there were 
any fish on board. The subjects denied 
having any fish. Knowing better, Officer 
Moats boarded the vessel and retrieved 
not one, but two wild Chinook salmon 
from the bow of the vessel. The subjects 
were cited for a myriad of violations and 
the fishing gear was seized for forfeiture.

AGENCY ASSIST:
Officer Martin assisted the State 

Patrol and Lewis County Sheriff’s Office 
with an armed robbery near the Lewis/
Cowlitz County Lines. The suspect pulled 
a gun on a car lot salesman during a test 
drive. The carjacker then led troopers 
and deputies on a wild chase into Cowlitz 
County. The suspect fled from the stolen 
vehicle, but was apprehended a short time 
later. Officers Martin and Schroeder help 
search and secure the gun and possible 
drugs the suspect threw out of the window 
during the pursuit.

CONFUSED:
While patrolling the area of the Big 

Eddy on the Skagit River, Officer Ludwig 
observed a subject on the riverbank walk-
ing with what appeared to be a salmon on 
a stringer. Officer Ludwig made contact 
with the subject, who by this time had 
relocated the fish to a small side channel 
of the river. When contacted the subject 
stated he had a “question.” He explained 
that he had caught what he believed to be 
a “King,” and that it was bleeding, so he’d 

able to verbally communicate on the radio 
while in such close proximity of the sus-
pects, they resorted to microphone clicks 
only. Officer Day drove in and contacted 
the suspects as the pick-up man was load-
ing the last of the day's haul. Five pickers 
and the driver were taken into custody. 
Under Forest Service rules, the officers 
seized 260 pounds of morel mushrooms 
that were later sold for eighteen hundred 
dollars. In addition to the loss of product, 
the poachers lost their fifty dollar com-
mercial picking permits, $70 pack frames, 
and numerous totes and buckets. Each was 
issued a $225 ticket as well. The officers 
also learned that two of the pickers had 
been cited earlier this spring for picking 
in another closed unit. 
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Crabbing is now open by 
and I hope many are able to 
get out and enjoy it. Hopefully 
the Marine Area 9 Chinook 
season lasts a little while. Not 

many fish available to catch, but if there are, 
it will not last long. The San Juans and the 
ocean should have available Chinook fishing 
opportunities.

If you can't find Chinook near shore this 
year on the coast, you might think about going 
out to the big water and fish really deep. Possi-
bly as deep as 300-350 or even deeper. We 
have warm water out there and kings do not 
like warm water, so don't be afraid to go real 
deep. A few years ago we ran out of West-
port to the 350 feet of water range and were 
getting big kings at 250-300' on the wire. Try 
to think out of the box and don’t be afraid 
to ask others at the docks where the fish are. 
Or you can do like most of us do and talk to 

the commercial trollers. They are on the water 
constantly and have a good idea where the 
fish are. They frequently have shared informa-
tion with me in the past. If you are in Neah 
Bay or La Push, the tribal trollers will also help 
you find the fish.

I have spent many years fishing in the 
ocean and networking is the best way to find 
them. Its a big ocean and sometimes they are 
not where they were last time or holding from 
the year before. We have a pretty good run of 
fish coming this year if predictions are correct. 
Get out there and get those kids on some hogs!

Come and learn how to fish from our 
skilled members at a local chapter. We are 
the true conservationists in Washington that 
use common sense to deal with our fisheries. 
Join your local chapter today and be part of 
the solution. We understand today’s problems 
and are working together for a better tomor-
row. www.pugetsoundanglers.org. 

The June 18th meeting of the Bellingham 
Puget Sound Anglers was dedicated to prepar-
ing for our upcoming salmon derby slated for July 
10th – 12th. Cindy Geri, our derby chairman, 
has done an excellent job of organizing and as-
signing all activities to about a dozen members. 
Great merchant donations have been pouring in 
which should provide a lot of excitement for the 
participants. In addition, raffle tickets for an all 
inclusive, fully paid 4 day, 3 night fishing trip for 
two to the Queen Charlotte Lodge have been 
selling well at $50 each so, with a cap of only 
300 tickets, it would be wise to purchase your 
tickets as soon as possible while there are still 
some remaining. Tickets for the derby or raffle 
can be secured by calling members Cindy Geri 
at (360) 303-9890 (email: cgeri@comcast.
net) or Randy Geoghegan at (360) 202-9739 
(email: randot10@msn.com).

Following derby planning discussions, 
members Craig Hougen and Tim Melton con-
ducted a special session providing tips on effec-
tive ways to fish the derby. A Navionics chart 
of Area 7 was projected and the productive 

locations were highlighted. In addition, Craig 
and Tim described their favorite lures as well as 
presentation. Both have fished Area 7 all their 
lives so had a wealth of information to share. 
They also covered their favorite fishing areas in 
the Canadian Gulf Islands and described com-
puter programs that continually update fishing 
activity in this area as well as the best weather 
forecasting programs which should be reviewed 
to assure a pleasant boat ride to these islands.

Our next chapter meeting will occur on July 
16th with the main focus on critiquing the derby 
just completed. The objective is to rely on these 
experiences to assure an even better derby in 
2016 and beyond. Traditionally, we have not 
brought in an outside speaker for our July meet-
ing and we’ll hold true to that tradition schedul-
ing our next speaker for the August meeting. 

For additional information concerning our 
Bellingham chapter, please log on to our web-
site at www.BellinghamPSA.com.

John Martinis of John’s Sporting Goods was 
our speaker at our June meeting, talking about 
the upcoming crab season in Puget Sound. We 
always appreciate John coning to our meetings 
and sharing his knowledge of a wide range of 
information from types of pots, proper rigging, 
bait and locations of some good local crab-
bing. As always Woody Woods was ready for 
a fine raffle that included crab gear. Ted Mea-
sor showed up and offered to raise some money 
for the Kids Prizes for the Everett Coho Derby in 
Jim Brauch’s name by auctioning off a couple of 
nice antique Penn 209 Reels. The auction raised 
$135 and Ted said he’ll bring back 2 more reels 
for our September meeting. Thanks Ted!

Not only do we have crabbing if our fu-
ture, the countdown has started for the July 16th 
opener of Area 9. Without going into the politics 
of NOF, we are still looking forward to going 
up to Port Townsend for a few days of fishing, 
crabbing and hanging on the docks with friends. 
Several members of our club and PSA SnoKing 
make this annual trip and we always have a 
great time. 

September 19 & 20th are the dates for the 
22nd annual Everett Coho Derby. Make those 
dates and our Coho Fishing Seminar presented 

by John Martinis at Bayside Marina at 7 pm on 
the 18th. If you purchase your ticket this year 
prior to July 31st you’ll be entered into the Early 
Ticket Contest and could win $500 for the larg-
est coho caught by an early ticket purchaser. So 
get out a buy a ticket for either John’s Sporting 
Goods, Greg’s Custom Rods, Teds, Harbor Ma-
rine, Bayside Marine or Three Rivers Marine.

Once again I would like to say thanks to 
Carl Rientra, Buz Buaman, Jack Blair and SEV-
ERAL other club members who made the 2015 
Jim Brauch Kids Fishing events the best yet. Carl 
had some big shoes to fill by stepping into the 
chairman vacancy left by Jim and did an out-
standing job. It still amazes me of what this club 
does for the fishing community, especially for the 
kids. My heartfelt thanks to our members, Everett 
Parks and for the local business that help make 
these events possible each year. 

The Everett Steelhead and Salmon Club has 
been around since the 50’s. Its members do an 
amazing job in supporting our passion for fishing 
and more importantly, our community. The club 
meets at 6:30 the 3rd Thursday of each month 
at the Fireman’s hall on Hewitt. Check our web-
site for details. The door is always open! http://
www.everettsteelheadandsalmonclub.com.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FROM DAVE MILLER

What a great time of year. Trout and kokanee 
are biting in local lakes, sockeye are being caught 
in the Skagit River, shrimp are still being caught in 
areas 6 & 7W, Area 7 chinook opened 1st, and 
Areas 6 & 8 opened for crab on July 2nd. What a 
great time to have access to northern waters. 

At our June meeting Danny Gabriel talked 
about “Old School” salmon fishing techniques, Steve 
Stout talked about where to be on the July chinook 
opener and Bob Triggs gave a review for local crab-
bing. Additionally, Margaret Siple talked about her 
research on Puget Sound herring. Overall, it sounds 
like the local herring stocks are not in as bad of shape 
as many seem to believe. Part of the funding for Mar-
garet’s research was funded by a grant from the Ana-
cortes Salmon Derby Scholarship fund.

Now is a good time to look over the safety 
gear on your boat. Go ahead and look at the ex-
piration date of your visual distress signals/flares, 
and see if your fire extinguisher(s) are serviceable. 
Look at your life jackets and make sure you have 
enough of the right size/type and ensure they are 
in good condition. Test the horn on your boat, and 
make sure you have a second sound producing de-
vice. A Vessel Safety Check sheet is available on 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary website. Do you have 

your boater safety card? Unless you meet the age 
exemption, you need to have one by now. I know 
someone who got a ticket for not having theirs dur-
ing halibut season.

 Lastly, as captain of your vessel, you are 
directly responsible for the passengers onboard. 
I caution you to exercise good judgement while 
on the water (off the water is good too – grin). 
During halibut season I saw several boats smaller 
than mine going out in big water to fish. I suspect 
they felt like they had to push their luck since it was 
only open on a few specific days. I’ve heard this 
called “Derby Mentality,” since many people push 
the limits of their vessel by going out and fishing in 
storms they would normally avoid. I know of one 
17 foot boat that was found capsized with no one 
onboard. Learn the handling characteristics of your 
vessel, check the weather frequently, error on the 
side of caution and live to fish another day. As a 
30 year Navy man I have been out in plenty of 
big water which tossed around big ships. Even the 
largest naval vessels practice storm evasion. Be a 
good Captain and ensure that your crew and pas-
sengers return safe and sound.

Good luck, see you on the water, and be 
safe.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FROM JEFF ZUMIGA

During our June meeting we held our first 
garage sale of the year. We will hold another 
one in October. There was lots of good stuff to 
be had. I know I ended up with a new G. Loo-
mis rod and some Hotshot lures at a great price. 
Did you know that in US, 4.2 Million in revenue 
is generated by garage sales weekly? It again 
proves the saying that “one man’s junk is another 
man’s treasure.” 

The general meeting began 7:00. For 
those of you who have never attended one of 
our meetings, we hold the business portion of 
our chapter meeting from 7:00 to about 7:45. 
During this time we will have the reading of the 
minutes by our secretary, the financial report by 
our treasure, various updates by our VP, 2015 
Derby update by our derby chairman followed 
by the president’s report. Also during this time 
our membership coordinator introduces any new 
members and guests and our activities director 
reviews our upcoming club outings. We held our 
monthly membership drawing for $150 and the 
winner was Andrew B. A double-congratulations 
to Andrew for winning the cash prize donated 
by Southworth Marine and for his upcoming 
marriage later this month. We also had a gov-
ernment’s affair report from Larry Bucklin and a 
final North of Falcon wrap-up report from Art 
Tachell. 

We conclude our business portion of the 
meeting with our fishing report, which is one of 
my favorite things about our meeting. It sounds 
like fishing opportunities are heating up just like 
the fantastic weather we have been having at 
the beginning of June. We always have a vari-
ety reports… this time from Westport to Langara 
Island and various places in-between. This past 
meeting included reports on salmon, kokanee, 
halibut, bottom fish and crabbing… by the way, 
crabbing in Area 13 has been decent but you 
have to be at least 150’ deep. After a brief 
break, we begin the last half of our meeting 
about, 8:00 PM, with our featured guest speak-
er and conclude with our monthly raffle drawing. 
Meetings are usually done by 9:00 PM and the 

bonus now is that it is still light outside.
Our guest speaker during our June meeting 

was Mark Gavin from Pro-Troll and Brad’s Lures. 
He gave a very detailed presentation on fishing 
opportunities for Columbia River Up-River-Brights 
and also about some sockeye opportunities. 
Great job Mark, we appreciate you taking time 
to share your knowledge and expertise. There 
were several techniques and tips that several of 
us are going to try and see if they will help us 
catch more fish. 

Now that you know what a typical meet-
ing is like, what are you waiting for to come join 
us? What’s not to like when the subject is mostly 
about fishing? Guests are always welcome. 

We have more fantastic speakers lined up 
for the next 3 months. Our July 14th speaker will 
be Terry Wiest (Steelhead University) and he will 
be taking about fishing for pinks. In my opinion, 
he gives one of the very best presentations on 
this subject. You will definitely learn to put more 
fish in the boat. At our August 4th Meeting (note 
the date change due to our August 8th Derby) 
Captain John Keizer will be speaking on Derby 
Winning Tactics and our September 8th speaker 
will be Duane Englin of NW Wild Country. A 
great lineup of speakers for our summer! 

Calling all members with boats, we have a 
Cast for Kids event on July 18th and we need at 
least 20 boats. Please sign-up at our next meet-
ing to be a volunteer. As for other activities, we 
will hold our 20th Annual Salmon Derby on Au-
gust 8th. Top prize is $3,500 this year. Tickets 
are available online and will be in local stores 
by the time you read this. To find out more about 
any of the things I have been discussing about 
our chapter, please visit our website at http://
www.gigharborpsa.org. We meet the second 
Tuesday of every month (except in August) at the 
Tacoma Outboard Association (646 N Wilton 
Road, Tacoma, WA). Wear your life jacket, be 
safe on the water, and good luck fishing!

The Lake Washington Trout Derby season 
is now past. What a huge success! Many thanks 
to John Vraspir, our Derby Chairman, and his wife 
Barbara who worked with Mark Gavin, Vic Dop-
eralski, Devin Smith and Frank Shaver to make this 
our most successful derby ever. I am sure there were 
many others behind the scene helping as well who 
deserve our appreciation. This was my first derby 
and I had no idea until the weigh-in how much was 
going on in the background. This year’s derby had 
a record 86 total participants, including 25 kids, 
all out on the water trying to capture the cash and 
prizes supplied by Sportco & Outdoor Emporium, 
Brads Killer Fishing Gear, Pro Troll and TICA as 
well as a very generous grant from the Northwest 
Marine Trade Association. This grant was provided 
in order to promote getting kids interested in boat-
ing and fishing. 

The program really kicked off the Thursday 
night before the derby at our regular club meet-
ing. 30 eager listeners were on hand to hone 
their skills and knowledge by listening to an expert 
panel of Lake Washington’s fishing experts. Each 
shared their secrets to successfully bringing trout to 
hand while fishing Lake Washington. Dick and Rich 
McIntosh showed us how to fish cut-plug herring, 
plain and simple. Next came David Powell who 
showed us how to access and interpret the Lake 
Washington buoy information. David agreed that 
herring works, but other presentations do just as 
well and maybe better. David shared some tips on 
breaking loose from the pack of boats and looking 
for those large, lone wolf, cutthroat swimming our 
home water. Finally, Mark Gavin gave us some 
tips on tackle options along with sample rigging 
secrets. All in all, it was a great meeting! Thanks 
to everyone on the panel, as well as those in at-
tendance, for coming out and making this year’s 
derby a huge success. 

Whether you entered or not, there are pic-
tures and results posted on our new chapter web-
site, www.psalakewashington.org. John Vraspir 
has been heading up this project as well and the 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FROM RALPH SIMONDS

hits are coming more and more all the time. If you 
get a change, check it out! Lots of pictures, informa-
tion and links to make you a more successful and 
informed fishermen. The site has only been out for 
a few months now, so check back in occasionally 
as more is coming all the time. Visit the page, save 
it to your favorites and keep up with all the latest 
information.

Congratulations also goes to the Renton 
Chapter for winning the 2015 Swine Cup! A 
smaller contest, in conjunction with the derby, for 
the longest combined length of 3 fish caught by 
either the Lake Washington or Renton Chapter of 
the PSA. The Lake Washington Chapter will be dis-
playing the Swine Cup at each of our meetings in 
the coming year. 

Although no one in my boat won on weight 
or length, it was a great success. I had the privi-
lege of taking a father and his two young kids out 
for their first fishing trip ever. Both kids caught a 
fish, a 14” and 16” cutthroat, and finally my 18” 
“snake” as a grand finally that tied itself into all 4 
lines out behind the boat before passing us, near-
ly tangling everything into the prop. After a long 
hoop-la, we brought in our last fish and headed 
for the weigh in with little time to spare. Thanks 
to Shane, age 9, and Ashlan, age 7, for a great 
time on the water!

Hope to see everyone out next month for the 
club meeting, July 9th. The program will feature 
Kent Alger of Guides NW Fishing Charters speak-
ing on King Fishing in Puget Sound. You can check 
out Kent’s website on-line at www.guidesnw.com.

Our club meetings are held the second Thurs-
day of each month at the South Bellevue Communi-
ty Center in the Eastgate area of Bellevue. All meet-
ings are open to the public as we actively seek and 
welcome potential new members to join in on the 
fun and camaraderie. Our meetings begin with a 
complimentary hotdog and snack “social” at 6:45 
PM. Following a brief business and announcement 
session our guest speaker gets started at about 
7:15 PM.

Our speakers for the June meeting were Puget 
Sound Salmon manager Ryan Lothrop, Lake Wash-
ington/Green River Biologist Aaron Bosworth and 
Puget Sound Fisheries manager Laurie Peterson. 
We had a good group turn out to hear what the 
trio from the WDFW had to say about our upcom-
ing salmon season. There was some bleak news 
like our non-existent Area 10 Chinook season, to 
great news on strong pink return numbers to the 
very strong predictions for our coastal Chinook 
fisheries. It’s always an entertaining meeting with 
lots of good information shared. Our cooks for the 
night were Drew and Maxine Edwards and they 
treated us to a wonderful lasagna dinner. Thanks 
to everyone who help make our meetings happen. 

 The Fishing Kids event at Gene Coulon Park 
this year was a huge success once again. We had 
more than the 524 kids that were signed up and 
all of them went home with 2 trout plus the rod 
and reel they caught the fish with, a gift bag and 
t-shirt to mark the event. I want to thank the Renton 
PSA volunteers that make this event happen, from 
the rigging of the rods, registration, baiting and 
de-hooking to Bob DeFelice and crew in the fish 
cleaning station who cleaned more than a 1,000 
trout that day. You are all truly amazing people.

 We were back at Gene Coulon Park the 
next weekend, but this time it was to get a pig off 
our back and that pig being the Swine Cup pig 
trophy that we at the Renton chapter have had to 

look at on our stage during meetings for the last 
year. I’m happy to announce that the good folks 
at the Lake Washington Chapter will have a pig 
to look at for the next 12 months. Renton wins the 
2015 Swine Cup. I’d like to congratulate Scott 
Cottell for taking second place over all weighing 
in a beautiful 3.5 lb. slab, and in the youth divi-
sion Ryan Hoff the grandson of Renton member 
Dan Sinnett took home the top prize with a lunker 
weighing in at 3.33 lbs. and then Ethan Robinson, 
Richard Benton’s grandson taking 4th place with a 
very nice 2.01 lb. hog. One of Ethan’s fishing bud-
dies for the day was Renton’s Roger Urbaniak who 
had 2 of the 3 biggest fish for Team Renton. Great 
job everyone and thank you to the Lake Washing-
ton Chapter for another great derby and I’m very 
pleased we could send the pig back to its rightful 
owners.

 Our next meeting is July 8th and we will be 
talking tuna at the Kennydale Hall. Our speaker is 
our own Todd Girtz of www.toddsextremefishing.
com. For those of you that know Todd, you know 
he is one of the best and one of the most hard core 
fishermen you will ever meet. This guy puts fish in 
the boat, plain and simple. Todd is very open with 
his information and loves to talk fishing. This is go-
ing to be a great meeting and I expect a full house. 
Our meetings are open to the fishing community 
and meeting information can be found at www.
rentonpsa.org, I hope to see you there.

As of June 19th, the Legislature is into their 
second special session working on the state 
budget. They may not have anything done by 
the end of the month. Potential lay-offs, cessa-
tion of funding for many different projects – who 
knows how it will all end. As I mentioned last 
month, the legislature seems to have a hard time 
understanding that hunting and fishing and re-
lated outdoor activities is a money maker (read 
sales taxes, wages, etc.) for the state economy. 
Not many other state agencies can say that. We 
need to make it a year around effort to contact 
our legislators and remind them how important 
our expenditures are to both WDFW and the 
state revenue stream. 

NOF 2015 is in the books. The fishing 
pamphlet is supposed to be out in the next few 
days. One surprise, at least for the MA 6 fishery 
was not getting the winter blackmouth season 
through the end of April as had been printed in 
the draft regulations and was there until the final 
adoption hearing on June 9. It looks like some-
one didn’t discuss the concept with the tribes…..
maybe 2017 will see a little longer season in 
our waters. 

Halibut season closed the end of May. 11 
days in Puget Sound and 3 days on the ocean. 
Fishing conditions were pretty dicey on a num-
ber of days. Fortunately, it doesn’t appear that 
any boats or lives were lost this year. The meet-
ing with WDFW in Port Townsend on May 19 
was well attended. Options for season structure 
changes that would let folks fish on days they 
choose rather than days dictated by WDFW 
were discussed. WDFW has the ability to pro-

pose changes to the PFMC through its catch 
share plan. Any changes are going to have to 
stay within the season structure dictated by the 
IPHC quota for halibut area 2A (N. California, 
OR, and WA). It’s going to be a real struggle to 
get any changes and then get PFMC approval. 
More meetings are supposed to be held over 
the next couple of months. 

We had a nice sized gathering of over 
60 folks who received a great program pre-
sented by Walt Blendermann, a NOP chapter 
member on tips and techniques for catching 
salmon in MA 6. We were all looking forward 
to July and the salmon opener. A number of us 
will be taking some of Walt’s ideas with us on 
our annual trip the Esperanza Inlet, WCVI, on 
the North side of Nootka Island. We’ll have 7 
or 8 boats and about 20 members looking for 
the elusive Tyee. We stay at Rodger’s Lodge – 
nice accommodations, good food, and we’re 
minutes from good fishing spots. Our chapter 
picnic will be held in late August. We are look-
ing at a chapter bottom-trip next year out of 
Neah Bay. 

The drought conditions in Washington are 
going to be a real problem for salmon return-
ing to their natal streams. The Dungeness River 
is already at late summer flow levels. The James-
town Tribe and the local WDFW biologists are 
working on contingency plans to help with fish 
passage issues, if necessary. NOP members will 
get a chance to help if needed. 

Take someone new out fishing this year. If 
you’re out on a boat, please make sure everyone 
on board is wearing a PFD.
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The Steelhead Trout Club of Washington held 
the June meeting at the high mountain retreat of Hal 
and Audrey Hill on the beautiful banks of the upper 
Skykomish River. Heartfelt thanks go out to the Hills 
for their unselfish hosting of the annual Summer Run 
Party. This event always draws a great cross sec-
tion of members with diverse angling methods, Fly, 
drift, drift boat, and spoon flingers. Awards went 
to Wes H for largest Hen (7 1/2 lbs.) and Frank 
F for largest Buck (9 lbs.), with special recognition 
to Wes H for being the only limit brought in. Dusk 
till Dawn effort! All fish were taken by 9:00 AM 
in the shadows-sun up on water fish gone!! There 
were no guest fish caught this year owing to the 
almost impossibly low and clear water conditions. 
(My personal excuse for catching nothing!) Many 
thanks and loud applause go out to Mike W and 
if course VP Dan Miller for providing the all-beef 
hamburgers and his assistance in the culinary arts 
along side Mike W in their excellent preparation. 

The next outing will be at the Boynton’s Villa 
along the banks of the over developed Green River 
in Auburn. All members are urged to bring them-
selves and an offering on July 25th, Saturday 3-7 
PM. Steaks will be provided along with plenty of, 
but not limited to, beer, wine, water and one of my 
personal special guests Jack Daniel’s from Single 
Barrel, TN.

The club has approved an undisclosed 
amount of funds for the early operating expense for 
the fish trap operations at Sunset Falls on the South 
fork of the Skykomish River. Due to unusually low 
and clear water conditions early wild summer run 
steelhead are beginning to stage at the base of the 
falls and fear that they will perish if not transported 
upstream necessitates a step forward to ensure the 
survival of these precious fish. Who else to take such 
a step for the community of those whom participate 
in the Skykomish fishery but the our club, as they did 

in attempting to prohibit the loss of winter run smolt 
plants in the Nooksack, Stillaguamish, Snoqualmie 
and Green Rivers. All these plants are now lost like 
so many tears in the rain due to the failure of NOAA 
at the final moments to issue the 4D permits to the 
above hatchery’s such that the timely release of said 
smolts , within their biologic window, could have of-
fered a chance of replenishing the rivers into which 
they were to be released. 

The shift from accepting approved Environmen-
tal Assessment to requiring a complete Environmen-
tal Impact Statement prior to release of these smolts 
assures that up to an additional 18 months will be 
required to once again approach the issue of the 4D 
permits for hatchery operation of those mentioned. 
At this time the river systems in will have been two 
years, possibly three, with no program of hatchery 
supplementation. The projected cost to the stake 
holders of the property in question is projected to 
be in the $700,000 range with additional expense 
to be incurred for the transportation to various lakes 
for planting in an environment unstudied for their 
chances of survival or the impact on indigenous spe-
cies in these bodies of water. Ever hear of taking by 
regulation without just and due compensation? 

For the club this has been a long and arduous 
trail to go down alone in leading this confronta-
tion between science and ignorance-with the latter 
managing to prevail this round. Where are the re-
inforcements from the CCA, Puget Sound Anglers, 
Sport Fishing Industry and especially the tribal rep-
resentation? Those whom have allowed this to oc-
cur after having stood up to the U.S. Government 
and won, have shamed themselves. The club may 
be a thousand miles from nowhere on this issue but 
guaranteed there is no place we would rather be? 

Remember to take a parent, a son, a daugh-
ter or especially a Vet fishing. Tight lines and sharp 
hooks.

The weather is great! Unfortunately for the fish it's too good. As I write this note we are 25% under the 
norm for rainfall year to date. Couple this with a 10% snow pack and you get stream conditions that are not 
real good for exiting smolts and returning salmon. Three to 5 years from now we may be in for a surprise. And 
it doesn't begin or end there. 

Non-selective gill netting, sea lions, cormorants, ghost nets, Wild Fish Conservancy, dams, NOAA, 
WDFW, warm water and OTHERS are all stacked up against the FISH! So what can we do? Physics tell us that 
" For every action there is an opposite and equal reaction". We can join and support people and organiza-
tions that oppose the negative parts of the variables listed above. A few come to mind: Puget Sound Anglers 
(PSA), Coastal Conservation Association (CCA), Trout Unlimited (TU). These organizations and other like them 
via dues, donations, banquets and derbies focus financial resources directly at those negatively impacting our 
fisheries. They also engage the political game via lobbyists, letters, direct contact and social media. So, you 
want to go fishing in the future and actually catch something? Then join a pro-fishing/fisheries organization and 

The Fourth of July marked the long awaited 
summer crab and salmon seasons in Puget Sound. 
Yet many of us are still doing a slow burn that those 
summer salmon opportunities will not be as robust or 
free as they should have been. 

The Puget Sound Sportfishing Advisory Group 
held a long delayed NOF debrief in June to discuss 
failures at last April's PMFC meetings and our man-
agement options for July's Marine Area 9 chinook 
season. There was an attempt by one WDFW em-
ployee to take credit for any failures at PMFC and 
be the scapegoat, but I don't think the other advisers 
present were buying it or allowing it any more than 
I was. There were several pointed and important 
questions from the advisers that were simply met with 
silence. 

As for MA9, I suggest you consider my plan. 
Use some vacation days for July 16th-20th if you 
want to harvest a chinook in those waters. Unless 
fishing is poor the 2483 fish quota will go quickly. 

Deputy Director Jim Scott was present at our 
June meeting. He did not contribute much. In fact 
he said only one thing that mattered. He used the 
state's lack of a Puget Sound chinook management 
plan as an excuse for the poor bargaining power 
at the negotiating table. While Mr. Scott is correct, 
he offered no assurances WDFW leadership has a 
plan of action to remedy this state of affairs.

Why do we not have a chinook management 
plan you ask? Answer; N.O.A.A. While WDFW 
leadership is currently suspect and unreliable please 
rest assured WDFW staff has done well their burden 
of the work required to have an acceptable ESA 
compliant chinook plan in place. NOAA is sitting on 
their share of the work, leaving WDFW in the lurch. 
Exposed to lawsuits and on their knees every year at 
PMFC as a 'Section 7' extension of our old plan is 
dangled in our faces for permission to fish. Can you 
blame the tribal negotiators for taking advantage of 

such weakness? Were the tables reversed would 
we not take the advantage as well? 

Many have asked me what can we do 
different? What can we do better? How do we 
fix this? The only answer I can come up with is 
leadership. Puget Sound Anglers know how to 
lead. We led during the Crab Wars ( RIP Gary 
Hulsey!) We led when un-missed former Director 
Koenings and a commercially slanted commission 
stole opportunity from recreational users and gave 
us the cold shoulder. We are successfully lead-
ing the fight against MPA's by promoting rockfish 
recovery. Now it is time for us to step up again 
and this time lead the WDFW itself in the fight 
against NOAA and the feds to do their share 
of the work. Approve our HGMP's. Approve a 
multi-year chinook management plan. Get our 
hatcheries into the 21st century and our spawning 
grounds productive. We are the citizen stewards 
of Washington's natural resources and ultimately it 
is always our responsibility to conserve wisely. If 
Jim Scott and other in WDFW leadership do not 
have the backbone and the will to stand up for 
the quality and dedication to the work their staff 
shows, I know PSA does, can and will do so for 
them. Until NOAA completes it's due diligence I 
fear the state is stuck over a barrel.

 On to better things. SnoKing happily wel-
comed home Kevin and Cyndi Lanier at our June 
meeting. Kevin shared his secrets for success at 
Westport and it was a great meeting for all. KCS-
portfishing.com is now a sponsor on our clubs web-
site. Be sure to check it out! Our July 9th meeting is 
the members BBQ and embarrassingly enough I am 
the 'guest' speaker. Local crabbing will be the topic. 
After an opening weekend of minus 2 foot tides I'm 
sure there will be lots of questions about avoiding lost 
gear! If there any questions about our MA9 chinook 
season as well, I suppose I could wing that too!

 

support them with your voice and your wallet! You can also, independently contact your representatives in the 
local, state and federal government and give them your thoughts.

We've had a busy late spring down here in the South Sound. Kelly Corcoran took a group that included 
several club members to the East Cape of Baja Mexico at the Buena vista resort. They got there before the 
hurricane hit and had some great albeit windy fishing. Our chapter supports Long Live the Kings financially 
and physically. Seven members ventured to the Lilliwaup Hatchery and wielded shovel and rakes for a couple 
of hours. We were treated to food, beverage and knowledge by Rick Endicott and Joy Waltermire who run 
this conservation hatchery for LLTK. If you are interested we have another work party scheduled for the 9th July. 
On Friday 12 June our chapter helped support the 2nd annual Kid's Fish-in for Shelton School District Special 
Services PTSO. We helped 66 special Needs Children to fish. It was so much fun. Come join us next year! 
On Saturday 13 June SSPSA and GOPAW hosted a kid's fishing Pond at the Lacey Cabelas. As always the 
kids and parents had a great time. Work continues in preparation for our 1st Annual ALL South Sound Derby 
on 15 August. Watch our website www.sschapterpsa.com for more info. Advertising and ticket sales will kick 
into high gear in July.

Member Julie Rzadzki participated in the Makah Halibut Gear Research outing in June. The purpose of 
the outing was to quantify whether traditional Makah halibut hooks were more selective for halibut than the 
modern circle hooks. This activity is synergistic with the effort of the PSA EFC chapter to reduce by-catch mortal-
ity of protected rockfish via the use of Descenders.

Our August presenter is Roger Urbaniak. Roger is a storyteller (i.e. fisher person) and short story writer 
with a passion for salmon restoration. Please come join us at our first Thursday monthly meeting at the Lacey 
Community Center form 7-9 pm.
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Kevin Klein

Ling were the things in the San Juan Islands until June 15th. I like 
fresh caught ling cod better than just about any other white 
fish. It doesn’t freeze as well as halibut, but man-o-man, it’s 

tasty for dinner the day you catch it! Not the greatest fighters, but 
a big one will give you a heck of a tug. Lots of people use live bait, 
such as Kelp Greenling, but I like to just bounce a curly tailed lead 

Photos, left to right: Erol Turanciol with an upper end of the 
pay scale Ling. The weather was just phenomenal which 

made for a great time to be out on the water.
Rory O’Connor had better luck than us over in Canada. That is a 
beauty “Spring” for sure, eh? Really gets me excited to latch on 
to a big ocean going bruiser this summer. Now July is here my 
friends. I can see Canada from My house. No, seriously. I can.

John holds up the big boy (actually a girl.) This Canadian Honker could’ve fit a basketball attached to Steph Curry’s arm in it’s mouth. And, I would 
actually kind of like to see that. We made a trip across the border for salmon, but after being blanked on kings, nailed a giant Ling.

Ling Things Plus
head jig downhill from 60-120 ft. Besides, those little Greenling 
lead a hard enough life already, having to dodge the school-yard 
bully ling cod, with out being hooked to a line. Imagine that big 
ugly fanged mouth coming at ya down there. Many a diver have got 
a eye-widening start from a giant linger. I like the legal slot limit 
ones 26” to 36” on a plate better. 
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