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industry. Sterling Marine would not be what it 
is today if  the NMTA wasn’t advocating and 
working for us to grow and promote our indus-
try through education and events like the Boat 
Show and Marina Conference.  

 
I have traveled to the Fort 
Lauderdale International 
Boat Show for the past 
three years to represent our 
regional industry at the larg-
est superyacht event in the 
United States. I have served 
as the NMTA’s membership 
committee chair since 2016.  
Since 2014, I have been active 
on the Government affairs 
committee of  the NMTA, 
with multiple trips to Olym-
pia. For the last year, I have 
also served as a regional 
board member for the United 

States Super Yacht Association 
based in Fort Lauderdale, FL. 

My Name is Sterling Hines-Elzinga, and I am 
seeking to serve on the Board of  Trustees 
for the Northwest Marine Trade Association. 
Having grown up on the water in the Seattle 
area, I know how important the recreational 
boating industry is to our local 
economy. I hope to bring my 
knowledge and experience 
to help facilitate the NMTA’s 
mission of  growing recre-
ational boating in the PNW.  
 
In 2009 I started my own ven-
ture.  Since its inception, Ster-
ling Marine Group has steadily 
grown into markets and areas 
that I never thought possi-
ble. My experience running a 
small business from a young 
age, combined with my expe-
rience in other facets of  the 
industry, enables me to look at 
situations differently and offer 
alternative viewpoints that will help grow our 

 
Our industry will not survive without the next 
generation of  boaters. If  elected, I intend to 
focus on workforce development and young 
adult programs focused on encouraging people 
to boat and enjoy the water. As an entrepreneur, 
boat owner, and life-long sailor I will bring a 
fresh focus to the board if  elected. 

My name is Mike Kirshenbaum and I am the 
National Sales Manager of  HO Sports. HO 
manufactures and sells pulled watersports and 
accessories, that can be used 
behind any powered water-
craft.In addition to the pulled 
watersports  category, we have 
accessories, including life jack-
ets, ropes and many items that 
are used on or near our water-
ways. I manage a full time staff  
of  8 Salesman covering the 
United States and Canada.  

My career started as a profes-
sional waterskier, and took 
me down the path of  building 
and selling waterskis, wakeboards, 

inflatables as well as accessories for the water-
sports enthusiast. I spent five years with Toyota, 
while they were manufacturing and selling boats 

in the United States. After 
Toyota, I ventured into the 
retail boat market as a store 
manager and then a regional 
manager for Olympic Boat 
Centers. I also ran stores for 
MarineMax and Lake Union 
Sea Ray. I am happy to say 
that I have landed back on 
the manufacturing side of  the 
industry that I love.

During the course of  my 
career, and my passion for the 

industry, I have served over 10 

years on the board of  directors for the WSIA 
(Water Sports Industry Association). In the 
past, I have been on the Boat Show commit-
tee for several years. I have also served on the 
Grow Boating Committee and always tried to 
be involved in the industry, especially in the 
Pacific Northwest. I feel my wholesale as well 
as my retail experience with boats and accesso-
ries makes me a strong candidate to represent 
the members of  the NMTA and the waters 
of  the Pacific Northwest. I love the balance 
between family, work and helping the boating 
world in the Northwest.  I feel I am qualified to 
serve as your board representative to help boat-
ing and watersports thrive.

Ballots are due in the NMTA office by June 2. 

Mike Kirshenbaum

With the boating industry in the U.S. showing 
favorable indications that we are on the mend 
from the “2nd great depression”, much caution 
and thought is now being exercised to answer 
questions like, “where are we 
going?” and “how do we get 
there?” The same goes for the 
boating industry. This industry 
isn’t made of  just selling lots 
and lots of  boats, and getting 
more and more people to use 
them. Today, there is much 
more to consider, and some 
issues are caught up in words 
and phrases such as “sustain-
ability”, “social responsibil-
ity”, “conservancy”, and of  
course “regulation”.

Working in the boating industry for more than 
20 years, I know that the Northwest Marine 
Trade Association has the renowned repu-
tation for being the backbone of  the boating 

industry in the Northwest. 
For the past several decades, 
NMTA has helped create and 
foster a diverse and vibrant 
boating culture. And today, 
with the support of  hundreds 
of  members, NMTA is step-
ping up to the new challenges 
of  the 21st century working 
hard to find ways that will 
continue the great tradition 
of  family and friends getting 
on the water and enjoy all of  
the beauty, fun, and adven-

ture that the waterways of  Northwest offers.

Though there are many challenges and obsta-
cles to navigate through, I remain confident of  
our success. Relying on the wisdom of  the past, 
and creating a vision for the future, together 
we will be able to find the best solutions to 
meet rising challenges and overcome elevated 
obstacles, all the while being responsible stew-
ards of  our precious environment.  As a board 
member, I would like to help the NMTA con-
tinue to grow boating in a smart and responsi-
ble way, yet with great vitality and exciting inno-
vation. Thank you for your support!

Giuseppe Alvarado

Northwest Marine Trade Association - Election 2017



Born and raised in Seattle, Dan Wood began 
his marine industry career serving for five years 
as an alternate skipper and engi-
neer fishing king crab in the 
Bering Sea. 
Later running a boatyard in 
Seattle, he serviced as a dealer 
corporate account for two well 
established yacht lines. He was 
offered a job at the dealership 
and sold boats for seven years.  
Dan then took a project man-
agement position building a 
115-foot tri-deck yacht. Dan 
got his captain’s license and 
piloted the yacht for many 
years. 

In 2000, Dan delivered a yacht to the Crow’s 
Nest in Newport Beach, CA and when he dis-

covered the owners planned 
on opening a Seattle office, 
he then joined their brokerage 
business.

In 2013, he and two part-
ners purchased the offices of  
Crow’s Nest in Seattle & San 
Diego.

Dan holds licenses in Califor-
nia and Florida. He has been 
a Certified Professional Yacht 
Broker since it’s inception in 
2004.

Dan is a Board Member for The Forgotten 
Children’s Fund and is a long time supporter, 
current Board Member at NMTA and the 
Sponsor since 2001 for the NW Yacht Captains 
Association. 

Gregg Reynolds

Wendell Stroud is the co-owner and president 
of  Marine Floats. He is a primary consultant 
on many of  the firms’ com-
mercial projects. Stroud has 
worked in marine architecture 
and engineering for decades. 
His first entrepreneurial effort 
was a steel fabrication com-
pany in Oregon. He went on 
to work in several positions 
in industrial construction 
throughout the United States. 
He and his wife Pauline pur-
chased the name and equip-
ment of  Marine Floats from 
its founding Tenino family 
in 1988. Born and raised in 
Seattle, his family moved to Shel-
ton when he was a teenager. He 
graduated from Shelton High School and 
attended Washington State University. He 
co-owns Marine Floats with his wife Pauline. 

They have five children and ten grandchil-
dren. Stroud was named a Living Legend of  

the Working Waterfront in 
2006 by the Foss Waterway 
Authority, in recognition of  
his efforts on behalf  of  the 
marine industry and the com-
munity.

I am extremely proud of  
the Marine Floats team and 
all the docks and marinas 
installed over the last 29 
years. This winter alone, three 
marinas were completed. My 
all time favorite client project 
comment is “on budget and 

ahead of  schedule”.

Coming in June of  this summer is the 
Tacoma Festival of  Sail, of  which I 
co-chaired the organizing committee. Please 

visit the Tacoma Festival of  Sail June 15-18, 
2017.

I have been a member of  NMTA for over 25 
years. We sponsor the Marina Conference in 
the fall and I serve on the GAC committee. 

One of  my objectives if  elected is to broaden 
our geographic outreach in the Puget Sound 
overall area, as well as the Northwest’s lake 
and river regions.

Thank you for your review and I would sin-
cerely appreciate your vote!

Wendell Stroud

Dan Wood
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My name is Gregg Reynolds. I am running for 
the NMTA Board of  Trustees.

I was born and raised in the PNW. My wife, 
Lisa, and I raised our family here as well. We 
have two grown kids and now a 
couple of  wonderful grandchil-
dren. We are all fortunate to call 
western Washington home.

I am a lifelong sailor and I 
continue to race a full sched-
ule each year. I have enjoyed a 
32-year career in the insurance 
industry, the last 8 of  them as 
a commercial marine specialist. 
I handle the west coast com-
mercial operation for Global 
Marine Insurance. Global is 
a proud sponsor of  NMTA 
activities as well as other north-

west marine events. Whether at work or play,  
I’m lucky to always be near or on the water. 

I currently serve as the chairman of  NMTA’s 
Government Affairs committee. I have been 

active on the committee for 
three years. I enjoy work-
ing with concerned NMTA 
members to effect legislation 
that impacts our industry. I 
served two years as president 
of  Tacoma Waterfront Asso-
ciation Board of  Directors 
and continue to serve on the 
board in 2017. This organi-
zation is vital to the health of  
the Tacoma Waterfront and the 
development of  its associated 
businesses.

I am not running for the board 

simply as a networking opportunity.  I am run-
ning for the NMTA board because I want to 
contribute back to an association that supports 
the industry I work and play in. In order to 
promote the growth of  recreational boating 
and the businesses of  our members, I believe 
NMTA members need to return the service 
through participation and leadership.
I ask for your support.

Ballots are due in the NMTA office by June 2. 


